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For My Brother



FADE | N:

I NT. HOSPI TAL - TI ME SUSPENDED

A MAN sits staring straight | NTO CAMERA, expressionless.
THE CAMERA IS SO TIGHT that we don’t see what he is wearing.
A VWOVAN

Al so straight | NTO CAMERA, matching the earlier shot; also
expressionl ess, except for HER EYES.

W DER ANGLE
As VE DI SCOVER that we are in a HOSPI TAL ROOM
THE MAN is sitting in a chair, across the roomfrom

THE WOMAN, who is in a hospital bed, connected to an
i ntravenous DRI P

SI LENCE, except for the BLEEP BLEEP of THE MONI TOR

A LITTLE WDER ON THE WOMAN, and in the dimMy it room we
can see that, although

HER EYES

Are very alert and active--
HER BODY

FACE

HANDS

ETC.

Are frozen, unnovabl e.

We realize that

THE WOVAN is “locked in,” conpletely alert and consci ous, but
unable to nove a nuscle in her body.

THE MAN sits there, unnmoving, silent.

A TEAR streans down his cheek



EXT. STREET - N GHT ( PERHAPS DUSK)
We are gliding along the grey ground.
BEH ND A PAI R OF BLACK SHOES

As they stride forward.

CAMERA noves up to reveal we are behind THE MAN from the
hospi t al

He is wearing a black suit over a white shirt.

NOTE: THE MAN ALWAYS MOVES RI GHT TO LEFT, AND H' S EYELINE I S
ALVWAYS TO CAMERA LEFT (LOOKING RIGHT TO LEFT); THI S WLL
CHANGE | N SCENE TVENTY ONE

EXT. ACTY - NGHT

Somewhere in the world, sonetine in the late 20th Century.
THE W ND HOALS. THE STREET LI GHTS BLEED.

Ranpi ng to SLOW MOTI QN, follow ng the MAN I N BLACK- -
--Passi ng FACES | ook up at THE MAN (who we still follow) --

A THANKFUL FACE-

AN ANGRY FACE- -

A SAD FACE- -

all the enotions and ethnicities of the world.

Money is handed to certain few -- the honel ess, the needy --
accepted with thanks and respect -- in fact, if there is one
thing in coomon to all the faces we pass and eyes we | ook

into, it is RESPECT shown to:

THE MAN i n bl ack we have been follow ng, as he strides al ong
t he boar dwal k.

CAMERA continues in SLOW MOTI ON.

And for the second tinme we see:

THE MAN S FACE

Lean, hard, a |oner. Good- | ooki ng, perhaps handsone; his

smle disarns while eyes penetrate.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

But around his sonewhat shy, neek, disarmng smle, behind
his penetrating eyes, one can sense the nounting stress of
doubt, sorrow and | oneli ness.

THE MAN noves through street life, noticing all.

He wears a black suit, white shirt, black tie, and bl ack
shoes.

Now we | ook closer at THE MAN and see. .. dar kness.
Somet hi ng om nous-

Vi ol ent -

Ready to expl ode. ..

Suddenl y:

SHOTS RI NG QUT.

A GANG WAR.

SCREANE.

THE MAN, however, doesn’'t nove. He stops walking and calmy
studi es the chaos swirling around hinm-

A HATEFUL BOY/ MAN (#1) on top of ANOTHER HATEFUL BOY MAN
(#2), beating himin the face with his fists.

THREE HATEFUL BOY/ MEN (#3, #4. #5) shooting GUNS (.45s?) at
one anot her, at close range.

TWO HATEFUL BOY/ MEN (#6. #7) kick and beat a HATEFUL BOY/ MAN
(#8), on the ground.

The Man turns and finds hinself face-to-face with

A HATEFUL BOY/ MAN (#9), VERY CLEAN CUT, all American --
not hi ng unusual about him he could be the kid next door --
pointing a .38 at The Man.

The Man noves toward The Hateful Boy/Man until the tip of the
.38 barrel actually touches The Man between his eyes.

ON THE BOY/ MAN #9's KNUCKLES IS A TATOO MADE UP OF FOUR
LETTERS

HAT-E

( CONTI NUED)
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THE MAN
Excuse nme, how do you find...The United
Nat i ons?

The Hat eful Boy/Man sees the mark of Cain in The Man’s tear-
filled eyes and on his sweat-noi stened forehead.

HATEFUL BOY/ MAN
‘“the fuck’re you tal kin' about?

THE MAN
Rain falls on the flowers and the weeds.

The Hateful Boy/Man is frightened by this guy’'s intensity --
he senses what we see: this is one dangerous notherfucker.

HATEFUL BOY/ MAN
Crazy fuckin Jew.

The Hateful Boy/Man turns and runs, disappearing into the
ni ght .

HOLD on THE SI LHOUETTE of THE MAN
EXT. SYNAGAGUE - N GHT

The Synagogue stands between two inpersonal, ugly office
bui | di ngs.

Gaffiti defaces its front. The word “HATE” is painted in
VWHI TE over the doubl e doors.

I NT. SYNAGOGUE - NI GHT:

The Synagogue is really a large, old theatre with nmake-shift
ai sl es, pews, and el evated stage.

On stage The Torah, |ike everything else, is sinple.

THE CONGREGATIQON, N NE PEOPLE, are standing, their
expressionl ess faces turned toward The Tor ah.

They are hol di ng PRAYER BOOKS.

VWH TE MOONLI GHT streans in fromtwo gi ant w ndows on one side
of the room

THE ETERNAL LI GHT GLOWN6

( CONTI NUED)
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THE RABBI is bowed in front of the open Ark, draped on a
TALLES, H S BACK TOMRD CANMERA.

RABBI
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the
Lord i s One.

THE CONGREGATI ON
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the

Lord is One.
THE RABBI rises and turns to the congregation -- we recogni ze
t hat :
It is HM It is THE MAN fromthe street. It is the crazy

fuckin® jew fromthe street.

From now on we will know himonly as RABBI.
Eyes feverish, forehead gleans with sweat.
The Congregation renai ns standi ng.

RABBI
Bl essed be the Nanme of His glorious
ki ngdom for ever and ever. And you shall
| ove the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your m ght.

A HOALI NG GUST OF WND bl ows open the front doors.

The Rabbi falls silent, raises his head, as if waiting for
t he Messiah, or God, or soneone to enter.

As the wi nd bangs the doors repeatedly against the inside
walls, we get glinpses of the word HATE, painted red on the
out si de of the doors.

M CHAEL, the tenple caretaker, ex gang banger , twenties,
African- Anerican, secures the front doors.

M CHAEL WALKS WTH A LIMP AND USES A CANE to aid hinself.
RABBI (cont’d)
Thanks, M chael.
(to the congregation)
You can sit down.

The wooden pews bang and runble as the Congregation sits
down.

( CONTI NUED)
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Anmongst them we noti ce:

BEN and KAREN COHEN, a young couple (late teens, early
twenties), very SAD | ooki ng; and:

ZANE BERG, VERY young, a teenager, pretty in a deep way that
is not imediate. Wat Zane feels now as she | ooks up at
Rabbi -- it’s conplicated -- obsession, adoration,
desperation, |love and hate and everything in between.

THE RABBI steps up to the front of the stage. 1In English:

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)

On ny way here today, | experienced a
mracle.

(t hen)
| watched the sun set.

(t hen)
Per haps you may have heard the sunset * ok x
called a mracle, or, perhaps it’s the * ok x
first time you ve heard the sunset call ed *AE
a mracle, but in the context of prayer, * ok x
it is a mracle. Prayer . VWhat is *kx

prayer? Prayer is the constant search
for the neans of repair: repair of the
wor |l d, and, maybe nore inportant, repair
of the self.

Zane | ooks up at The Rabbi -- he neets her gaze, very
briefly, then continues.

RABBI (cont’d)
In true prayer, God is both He to whom we

pray and He who prays through us. An old * ok
hassi di ¢ saying goes: man is the source *kx
of his own problens. And a really * ok x
excel |l ent Rabbi -- who happened to be ny * ok x
father -- once said that the human being *AE
must rely upon him or herself; no other * ok x
human being can really help us. A person xRk
is his...or her, own creator and

i nnovat or . Redeener. Messiah. | am

trying, right now, every nonent of every
day, to redeem nyself fromthe darkness
of ny exile -- I am endl essly,
endl essly...searching for the |ight of
my own personal redenption.

The Rabbi swallows -- feels his sore throat.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI (cont’d)
And to pray is to notice that light is >k x
all around us, to take notice of the * k%
wonder all around us, to notice not
wei rd, unusual stuff, but ordinary stuff,

li ke the sunset. Listen to ne: Hi dden
mracles are everywhere.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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The Rabbi

It’s nore

Tg4éee GodRARBE heoRkt &k al and ordi nary,

to see God in the the snallest
application of goodness and conpassion..

now seens to be |l ooking directly at Zane.

RABBI (cont’d)
To see God in the eyes of an intelligent,
vi brant, beautiful young woman.. .

i ke he is | ooking through her than at her.

RABBI (cont’d)
.or man... Now that is a mracle.
(t hen)
Ckay, the Mourner’s Kaddi sh. You know
what to do.

Zane rises, along with Karen and Ben.

RABBI (cont’d)
May H's great Nane grow exalted and
sanctifi ed- -

RABBI AND CONGREGATI ON
- - Anen- -

RABBI
--in the world that He created as He
w || ed. May He give reign to Hi's
ki ngship in your lifetinmes and in your
days, and in the lifetines of the entire
Fam |y of Humanity, swiftly and soon

RABBI AND CONGREGATI ON
Anen. May His great Nane be bl essed
forever and ever. Bl essed, praised,
glorified, exalted, extolled, mghtily
uprai sed, and | auded be the Nane of the
Holy One, Blessed is He--

CONGREGATI ON
--Blessed is He--

RABBI
--Bl essed is He beyond any bl essing and
song, praise and consolation that are
uttered in the world.

RABBI AND CONGREGATI ON
Anen.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
May there be abundant peace from Heaven,
and |ife upon us and upon all the people
of the world.

RABBI AND CONGREGATI ON
Anen.

RABBI
He who makes peace in His heights, may He
meke peace upon us and upon all Humanity.

RABBI AND CONGREGATI ON
Anen.

A few nonments of stillness follow this Anen

Zane slowy sinks into her seat.

Ben and Karen remai n standi ng, unconfortably.

The service is over.

I NT. RABBI'S OFFICE - N GHT:

Dmy illumnated by a table and standi ng LAMPS.

CAMERA noves across the room we see various photos; The
Rabbi’s WFE (an ol der photo of the wonan we saw in the
hospital), The Rabbi in mlitary uniform etc.

There are HUNDREDS OF BOOKS in giant shel ves.

The Rabbi sits at a sinple, |arge wooden desk.

Behi nd the desk, nmounted in a PLEXI GLASS CASE whi ch hangs on
the wall - -

| S A TALLES. Later on, when we exanmine it nore closely, we
will see that this Talles has a BULLET HOLE, around which
there are RED BLOOD STAINS. .

M chael sits across from Rabbi, enpties the collection onto
the desk and counts the noney, witing down the anbunt in a
cashbook (or an Appl e not ebook computer).
Rabbi runs his hand over a small, beaten black case.

M CHAEL

(re: the case)
That cane for you

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

M chael | ooks at him

RABBI
Thanks, M chael .

M CHAEL
Rabbi, you okay? You don’t |ook too
good. You need anythi ng?

RABBI
Yes. | need the address.

M CHAEL
(slowy)
The address. ..
M chael reluctantly reaches into his pocket--

M CHAEL (cont’d)
kay. . .

He takes out a crunpled piece of paper and hands it to Rabbi

M CHAEL (CONT' D) (cont’d)

... here.

RABBI
How.

M CHAEL
Sour ces.

(then, trying sonething)
When you got ne off the street, Rabbi,
you saved, | think you really did, you
saved ny life.

The Rabbi | ooks at him

M CHAEL (cont’d)
You saved ny life, Rabbi. | woul d’ ve
ended up |ike nmy daddy, or ny brothers, |
know | woul d’ve. But you...you were the
only one that cared.

Sl ow y:
RABBI

(he al ready knows)
What are you saying, M chael ?

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
| renmenber what you told ne when | first
cane to work here: violence is not the
way. Now it’s ny turn to tell you,

Rabbi: violence is not the way.
(then )
Pl ease...do not do this.
RABBI
M chael , have | ever said...have | ever
told you that | |ove you?
M CHAEL
Rabbi . . .
(quietly)
... ho.
RABBI
| do | ove you, Mchael. | do.
(t hen)
Cnere. .. * kK

The Rabbi stands up. M chael goes to him The Rabb
enbraces Mchael warmy, lovingly, as if Mchael were his
son.

RABBI (cont’d)
| feel about you as if you were nmy own
son -- | love you as a son, Mchael...as
ny own son

M CHAEL
You | ove everyone. Too nmuch, | think
maybe. . .| dunno.

They break.

M CHAEL (cont’d)
(indicating the case)
What . . . what’ s i nsi de?

RABBI
M chael, you never lie to ne.
(then, re: case)

You know what' s i nsi de. * k%
M CHAEL
Yes. | do. | looked. And | don't |ike

what | saw

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
" msorry, M chael

Rabbi takes an OLDER LOOKI NG PI STOL (a LUGER?) from a desk
drawer. M chael sees the gun. NOTE: we, the audience, do
NOT see the gun

RABBI (cont’d)
Bel onged to ny father.

M CHAEL
| know t hat, too.
(t hen)
| am beggi ng you not to go forward with
this plan.

RABBI
I think | have to.

M CHAEL
Wy ?

Rabbi | ooks at him

RABBI
Because it may be the first real thing
|’ve done in ny entire life.

M CHAEL
That’s not true and you know it. You do
real things all the tine. You hel p
peopl e every day. You save people. Look
at ne. Look at Eddi e Minoz. W t hout

you...wthout you, | don’t even wanna
t hi nk about what woul d’ ve happened to
hi m People |love vyou, Rabbi. You

inspire them

RABBI
But do | nmake a difference in the worl d?

M CHAEL
Yes, you do, you do nmake a difference.
Little differences are just as inportant
as big ones, right?
(of f Rabbi’s | ook, pleading)
Ri ght ?

M chael wat ches as Rabbi opens the briefcase and pl aces the
pistol inside it (we don't see the inside of the case).

( CONTI NUED)
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Rabbi cl oses the case and | ooks at M chael .

RABBI
M chael ...do you believe that Jews are
t he “chosen peopl e?”

M CHAEL
You’' re changing the subject, Rabbi.

RABBI
This is the subject, Mchael. Do you
believe Jews are “the chosen people?”

M CHAEL
Rabbi . . .

RABBI
The Chosen People? Yes or no. Right or
wWr ong.

M chael doesn’t say anything.

RABBI (cont’d)

M chael, 1’ m asking, and | need an answer
fromyou. Has God chosen The Jews before * kK
every one else in the world? Am| chosen * ok
by God over you? * kK
M CHAEL
No.
RABBI

Thank you, M chael. Thank you.

M chael is slightly at a |oss. He becones unconfortabl e,
can’t think what to say, sm|es apol ogetically.

M CHAEL
| don’t know what that has do with the
address | got frommy connection, or that
case sitting there.
(of f Rabbi’ | oo0k)
You' re not feeling good...

RABBI
The flu or sonething.

M CHAEL
Wll, it’s the weather. | don’t like it.
Dont Ilike it one bit. Ear t hquake

weat her.

( CONTI NUED)
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M chael breaks down and buries his head in the Rabbi’'s
shoul der.

M CHAEL (cont’d

This place is ny honme. | got nowhere
el se to go, Rabbi. | got nowhere else to
go. ..

The Rabbi holds Mchael in his arnms with great enotion.

RABBI
Cal m dowmn, M chael. Please, don't fret.
| don’t want you to worry. Nothing' s
going to happen to the Synagogue. I
prom se

M chael cal ns.

M CHAEL
|’ msorry, Rabbi.
(t hen)
I love you, too.
(attenpting a smle)
Hey Rabbi, does the river nmake the banks
...or do the banks nake the river?

RABBI * ok
Good questi on. * kK
I NT. SYNAGOGUE - NI GHT: 7

THE ETERNAL LI GHT gl ows.

Rabbi sits in the front row, |lost in thought.

Now, he | ooks up at the THE LI GHT

RABBI ' S POV:

The LIGHT is QUT OF FOCUS -- breathing. So is the Ark.

What is going on with hin? |Is this focus probl em physical,
psychol ogi cal, chemcal? |Is he having a schizophrenic
episode? If it isn't organic -- is he sinply losing his
m nd?

RABBI

Speaks to The Light which gl ows above the Ark:

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
You break ny heart...

Feel i ng hinsel f observed, he turns around.

RABBI (cont’d)
Oh, hi.

ZANE BERG

Young,

hyper-intelligent yet deeply spiritual, wth a dark,

i ntense beauty that grows. She stands at the far end of the
synagogue, by the entrance doors, holding a white paper bag.

ZANE
| brought Coffee.

W DER TO | NCLUDE BOTH

RABBI
Thanks. l"mtrying to cut down on the
caf f ei ne.
(of f her | oo0k)
|"ve been a little edgy...lately.

They stare at one another with nothing nore to say. The
entire space of the giant room between them

An awkward sil ence. Then:

RABBI (cont’d)
Zane- -

ZANE
--Don’t worry. 1’|l be outta here in a
few m nutes.

She puts the coffee on the floor, unbuttons her coat, funbles

in her

pocket, takes out a handkerchief and bl ows her nose.

Zane (cont’d)
It’s really weird outside. W ndy and
desol ate. Apocal yptic.

RABBI
When the Romans burned Jerusalemin 70
A D. The Jews thought it was the
apocal ypse...it wasn't.

( CONTI NUED)
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Zane | ooks at him Zane noves forward and reaches one hand
out to him -- he takes her hand in his, their fingers
i nterl ock.

They hold like this, staring into one another’s eyes.

She brings her other hand to his face, runs her fingers down
his cheek, and tenderly draws himto herself.

Zane
Ki ss ne.

She offers a conpassionate, gentle Kiss. Rabbi doesn’t
respond.

Zane (cont’d)
VWhat’ s wrong?

RABBI
Not hi ng.

ZANE
You're a liar, holy guy. You used to
| ove kissing ne.

RABBI

No, | nean “nothing.”

(t hen)
Zane...we were a mstake. An accident.
I’ msorry anything ever happened...

(t hen)
And speaking of lying...you lied to ne
about your age. Wiy did you do that,

Zane?
ZANE
Vell | feel like I'mfifty.
RABBI
Look, Zane, | care about you, you know
t hat . | want to be your friend. But

pl ease, nothing nore.

ZANE
Soret hi ng’ s wr ong.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
| told you, nothing is what’s wong. ..
(how do | explain this)

| was sitting in there, and | was
t hi nking that...
What if...
What if where | thought there was
sonet hing, there wasn't.

ZANE
Not hi ng.

RABBI

Yes. Not hi ng.

She looks at him and this is what she is thinking:

“Rabbi ...we are not nothing.”

He | ooks at her.

She | eans her head agai nst his shoul der.
But The Rabbi is distracted.

Zane | ooks at himand sees that he is ill.

She puts her hand on his tenple, he lets her be --
is cool, anyway.

RABBI (cont’d)
Why do you keep coming to service? You
don't believe in God. Wiy do you cone

her e?

ZANE
Because | | ove | ooking at you. Because I
love listening to you. Because | | ove
you, Rabbi .

RABBI
Zane, you don’t love ne. You love the
idea of ne. | promse, I amnothing |like
t he i dea.

Zane stares at him
ZANE

Have you watched it?

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
No. I’msorry. | thought...
ZANE
.\What . . ?
RABBI
That it was sonething...l don’'t know what
| thought. It’s right in the tape
machine in my office. * ok ok
ZANE
Doesn’t matter. \Whenever you feel |ike
it. | made it for you. And don’t worry -
- it’s not X-rated.
RABBI
Really. Too bad.
ZANE
Fuck it, you can’t talk to ne, | can't
talk to you -- | nean, we have a hard
time talking. Right?
RABBI
Al you do is talk. * kK
ZANE

You have problens, nman. You are totally
repressed about...about -every fucking
t hi ng.

(of f his |o0k)
You need soneone to talk to, you know you
do, and that soneone is ne, like it or
not .

He | ooks at her. Yes, he nust admt, she’s right.

RABBI
You' re right. | do have problens. I
have nore problens, | am probably >k x
nmore... fucked up...than you could ever
under st and.

Zane
Stop saying that. Stop assum ng what |
can and can’t understand.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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5 1
Tgaz tape $A(QANY'HD things | can't say

to you. Wiich, obviously, you are afraid
of hearing.

RABBI
Qovi ously, | am

Zane | ooks around his office, at all the hundreds and
hundr eds of books arranged neatly on the shel ves.

She noves

ZANE
All these books and you still don’'t get
it...

closer to him

ZANE (cont’d)
You don’t need to be well to make others
wel | . You don’t need to be healed to
heal the worl d.

Anot her awkward silence as they stare at one another. Then:

She ki sses

ZANE (cont’d)
Vell. ..l should go. I have an
appoi nt ment .
(t hen, off his [|o0k)
What? Don’t |look at ne that way. Don’t

j udge.
RABBI
Never would | judge you. Goodbye, * ok x
Zane. .. be careful.
hi m
ZANE
I | ove you.
RABBI
Pl ease. * K *
ZANE

I just want you to | ove--

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
- - Zane- -

ZANE
--You need ne.

RABBI
Zane. ..

ZANE

She' s dead, Rabbi. She's--

RABBI

She is not dead.

(then, softening)
Zane, listen to ne. | care about you
Very nuch. | do. | want you to be
happy. | want you to be safe...but I...

(t hen)
...I"msorry, | can’t get into this.

ZANE
I know I know I know. You don’t |ove ne,
| don't believe in God. |If everything is
nothing it doesn’'t matter anyway.

Rabbi stares into space; again, THE FOCUS is gone.

ZANE (cont’d)
Why don’t you say sonethi ng?

RABBI
Because you never stop tal king. Over and
over. The sane thing. l"’msick of it.
He | ooks at her.
ZANE

| have to go.

She puts on her coat.

She goes toward the door, then turns and wal ks back to him

RABBI
Don’ t say anyt hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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ZANE

You don’t get it, do you? | can see that
now. ..you never wll.

(of f his |oo0k)
Maybe God is real. And nmaybe not. Wn't
know until we’'re dead. But right now
we're alive. Alive. And there’s one
thing I do know we had sonet hi ng,
Rabbi, even though you won't admt it, we
had sonething beautiful, sonething
Godl i ke, to use your own words. W did.
But nowit’s gone. Dead.

She bends down and kisses him on the nouth, deep. She
desperately sad. He does not respond. Stone.

ZANE (cont’ d)
How can you do what you do w thout | ove?

RABBI
You'll catch the fl u.

Zane | ooks at hima long while, then |eaves.

i s

He hears the doors slam echoing through the |onely buil ding.

Rabbi

col l apses into a pew, exhausted for this exchange.

20
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I NT. OFFICE - NI GHT: 10

Rabbi cones in and paces back and forth. He |ooks at the
video player and the tape sitting on it.

He noves to the television, turns it on, and pushes the tape
into the player.

ON THE TELEVI SI ON

A shot of Zane fades up. She is looking right into the
CAMERA:

ZANE
So you finally decided to watch it.
Thanks, Rabbi. | made it for you. This

is your life. This is The Truth.
RABBI
turns off the television before we see or hear any nore.
He ejects the tape.
He wal ks over to the desk and sits. He stares down at
A PHOTO OF THE RABBI'S W FE
Once beauti ful.
RABBI
puts his fingers to the photo, touching it.

RABBI
Not hi ng. . .

( CONTI NUED)
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Suddenl y, Rabbi picks the frame up and hurls it against the
wal I, smashing it to pieces.

Rabbi noves to the PLEXI CASE WH CH CONTAINS H S FATHER S
BULLET- HOLE TALLES.

As he stares into the case:

WE SEE THE RABBI'S REFLECTION IN THE CASE, and over his
reflection DI SSOLVE IN the follow ng | MAGES:

I NT. FATHER S HOUSE - N GHT
Young Rabbi noves down a dar kened hal | way.
I NT. YOUNG RABBI’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT:

The LITTLE BOY, young Rabbi, is studying on the living room
floor. Nunmerous books are opened before him

Now t he door opens.

Young Rabbi’s father staggers in, BADLY BEATEN (swol |l en eye
and bl oody nose, or possibly a STAB WOUND) and | ooki ng
terrible, trying to wal k, a wreck.

He stunbles and falls to the fl oor.

Young Rabbi runs to his fallen father.

I NT. FATHER S HOUSE - NI GHT:

Young Rabbi noves down a dar kened hal | way.

EXT. FIELD AND HORI ZON - SUNSET 11

Back to the Rabbi’s chil dhood.
THE SI LHOUETTE OF A LI TTLE BOY stands on the hori zon.

At the other end of the horizon, THE SI LHOUETTE OF A MAN
WEARI NG A SKULLCAP dressed in the apparel of a Hasidic Jew.

Hs arns are stretched out in the direction of young Rabbi,
the little boy.

Now, his words, on this softly sunlit renenbered day, cone
floating on the w nd--

( CONTI NUED)
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THE RABBI'S FATHER (V.Q.)

(in a whisper)

Look at the sky. The trees. The npbon and
sun. Mracles are all around us.

The boy runs across the horizon to his father, and is swept
up in his father’s arns.

They enbrace one anot her.

I NT. FATHER S HOUSE - NI GHT

Young Rabbi

He arrives
crack.

noves down a dar kened hal | way.

at a door and pushes it open,

peering through the

( CONTI NUED)
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I NT. FATHER S OFFI CE - N GHT 14

I nside the room Rabbi’s father is speaking with TWO OM NOUS
LOCKI NG MEN

They are surrounded by:
BOXES OF GUNS -- nany, nany guns.
The MEN turn slowy and stare down at young Rabbi .

Young Rabbi [ ooks at the nen and sees that they have
CONCENTRATI ON CAMP TATOOS on the back of their hands.

Hi s Father wal ks forward, touches him gently on the cheek, ***
and softly closes the door, shutting young Rabbi out of the ***
room
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I NT. FATHER S OFFI CE - DAY:

YOUNG RABBI and H S FATHER study the Torah together.
I NT. FATHER S HOUSE - NI GHT:

Young Rabbi noves down a dar kened hal | way.

EXT. FIELD AND HORI ZON - SUNSET

Back to the Rabbi’s chil dhood.

THE SI LHOUETTE OF A LI TTLE BOY stands on the horizon.

At the other end of the horizon, THE SI LHOUETTE OF A MAN
WEARI NG A SKULLCAP dressed in the apparel of a Hasidic Jew.

H's arns are stretched out in the direction of young Rabbi,
the little boy.

Now, his words, on this softly sunlit renenbered day, cone
floating on the w nd--

THE RABBI'S FATHER (V.Q.)
(i n a whisper)
Look at the sky. The trees. The noon and
sun. Mracles are all around us.

The boy runs across the horizon to his father, and is swept
up in his father’s arns.

They enbrace one anot her.
I NT. FATHER S HOUSE - N GHT
Young Rabbi noves down a darkened hal | way.

He arrives at a door and pushes it open, peering through the
crack.

I NT. FATHER S OFFI CE - N GHT 18

In the room there’'s just a desk visible, nothing else, no
one.

We recogni ze this roomas Young Rabbi’ father’s office.

Then, slowWy, horribly, a blood puddl e becones visible behind
t he desk, dark red and oozi ng outward.

( CONTI NUED)
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Young Rabbi cries out, runs forward, stops and now we see
sprawl ed behi nd the desk young Rabbi’ father, the Rabbi who
carried the Torah, the |aughing man who stood on he horizon
and hugged his son.

The bl ood puddl e cones from his head and near his right hand
there is a PISTOL -- the sane one, THE LUGER

Young Rabbi, in shock, takes his fathers BLOOD STAI NED TALLES
(the sanme one) and HUGS I T CLOSE TO H S BODY

He begins to cry as CAMERA MOVES I NTO THE TALLES we go:
BACK TGO
I NT. OFFICE - NI GHT: 19

Oh A GUN in a drawer. CAMERA npbves past PHOTO of Rabbi’s
father and up to Rabbi.

CAMERA pulls back to wi de as Rabbi thinks about all this. He
gets up and exits.

FADE TO BLACK

FADE | N:

24A
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I NT. OFFI CE - LATER 20

Rabbi sits at his desk, lost in thought, wearing his fathers
Tal | es.

KAREN COHEN (Q. S.)
We need your hel p.

Rabbi | ooks up--
BEN AND KAREN COHEN
Are sil houetted in the doorway.

RABBI
kay. Please, sit down.

They step into the |ight.

BEN COHEN is young, baby-faced, innocent | ooking. Two
frightened eyes stare painfully out of his face.

KAREN CCHEN is al so young, but seens stronger; yet her | ook,
too, is anxious.

They sit down across the desk from Rabbi.
The Rabbi | ooks at his two visitors.

Ben’s glance is averted, as if to spare the Rabbi fromthe
horror and terror Ben feels in his heart.

Karen | eans forward, but can’'t find any words.

RABBI (cont’d)
So, how you guys doin’?

KAREN
Not...not so good, | think.

RABBI
I"msorry to hear that..
(wth great tenderness)
...can | hel p?

KAREN
|’mnot really sure you can. But, well,
maybe. ..anyway, we’'re here, so... It was
Ben, really, he doesnt... So |
thought... This norning | thought we'd
come to tenple. And here we are.

( CONTI NUED)
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1" m | osi

Ben is..

BEN
ng it, Rabbi.

KAREN
.well, he hasn’t really gotten

over what happened.

Karen turns to her husband. He does not |let her see how

frightened he is,

Can you

Yes.

Rabbi | ooks at Ben

| ooks down at the table.

KAREN (cont’ d)
speak to Ben, Rabbi ?

RABBI

RABBI (cont’d)

(cautiously)

Tell me what you're feeling right now,
Ben. Please, talk to ne. |'’m here for
you.

Ben doesn’t respond.

KAREN

It all began last... when... well, you
know what happened |ast year, | don't
have to go into it.

Karen | ooks at her
head down.

husband. He sits just as before,

RABBI

Have t he police done anything?

KAREN

It’s hard to say. Qur...situation..

doesn’ t

seemto be a very high priority

for them..with all the other...stuff..
going on in the world...

BEN

To answer your question, Rabbi, no, the
police haven’t done anyt hi ng.

The Rabbi is trying, seriously nmaking an attenpt

synpat hi ze and und

er st and. But it is hard for him..

( CONTI NUED)
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KAREN
Ben feels responsi bl e.

Rabbi nods agai n, encouragi ngly.

KAREN (cont’ d)
| don’t blane anyone for what happened.
It’s the way the world is. |’ ve been
readi ng about hate...on the internet.

Ben Cohen stops rubbing his cheek with his finger. He |ays
hi s hands on the table.

KAREN (cont’ d)

They’'re not afraid, Rabbi, they re not
afraid to die. They ve nothing to |ose.
They have no fear. Hate has sone ki nd
of ... power . Hate...they enbrace their
hate, no they love their hate nore than
their own children. How. .. how can this
be?

(1 ooks at Ben, then back to

Rabbi )
| don’t let nyself worry too nuch about
things |ike that. Just the way | am But
Ben thinks about it all the tine. He
turns what happened over and over again
in his mnd. We talk about it, talk
about it again, and tal k about it sone

nmore. Over and over. And Ben thinks
that, well, he says that--
BEN
There is no God, Rabbi. | really believe
that now. | have cone to the concl usion
that there is just...nothing.
(t hen)
Not hi ng.
RABBI
(amazed at the coi ncidence)
Not hi ng. . .
BEN

Yes. .. not hi ng.
Rabbi is lost in thought.

KAREN
Rabbi, is sonething wong?

( CONTI NUED)
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He snaps out of it.

RABBI
I’"msorry, go on

KAREN
Well...Ben doesn’'t nean what he said,
Rabbi, he’s not feeling...he's not well.

Karen falls silent, looking to The Rabbi, her help and
support, her lifeline, for an answer.

KAREN (cont’ d)
Rabbi ... how can one...how can a person
keep having...l nmean continue to have
faith, in this, in a wrld like this.

Karen is entrusting The Rabbi with her husband' s life,
waiting for sone brilliant philosophical advice which wll
instantly dissolve this ommipresent threat of hate and
violence in the world, and disentangle her fucked up
exi st ence.

And here it is:

RABBI
When ny wife becane ill, | felt the exact
sane way.

Rabbi | ooks at Ben's pathetic face.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)
But then | realized sonething: the world
pursues its natural course. And it is
very difficult to see this when we fee
we are in hell.

They look at him a hopeful nonent; perhaps a great and
positive insight is finally comng to them.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)
Suppose | steal a flower seed and pl ant

it in the ground. To us, expecting

justice, it would be just and right that
the flower doesn’t grow. But... it does
gr ow.

The Rabbi takes a dramatic pause; then:

( CONTI NUED)
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Anot her

Ben Cohen slowly raises his head and | ooks at The Rabbi .

Anxi ety flashes through Rabbi Ilike an electric shock,
bl ow.

physi cal

Rabbi | ooks at them desperately trying to think of

RABBI (cont’d)
The worl d pursues its natural course.

pause; then:

RABBI (cont’d)
If I made love to ny best friend' s wfe,
| break the law. Not just the civil |aw,
but the law of God; from Mdses. For us
the right thing would be that she does
not get pregnant. But she does get
pregnant .
(once again)
The worl d pursues its natural course.

BEN
| don't get it.

somet hi ng hel pful to say.

BEN (CONT' D) (cont’d)
What does that have to do with...the
i nci dent? What does that have to do with
violence ...and this gang, this gang
called hate that killed our unborn child?

RABBI
When the Titus surrounded Jerusalemin 70
A D. The Jews were fighting and
sl aughtering each other over pithy
probl ens of who was in control or whether
t he Messiah had cone. And as Titus
burned down the city and destroyed the
Holy of Holies, they thought the
apocal ypse had cone, while the Romans
crucified thousands of Jews in the matter
of a week. The apocal ypse did not cone!
God did not save them But fromthis
destruction, the Jesus thing went its way
and Johanon Ben Zakai devel oped the

Tal anud, and the Jews went on! It was
not the end! Al of Israel thought it
was the end! It was not! Because t he
few that |ived had faith! Faith! We |ive
our sinple daily lives.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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Agg)then sEMBRi(fPterd) bl e happens, sone

violence forces itself into our secure,

safe worl d.
God will not

I[t’s overwhel mng. W feel
save us and God begins to

slip away fromus. And | am not speaking
sone hocus pocus religious context. |
have been there personally.

This is helping...a little.

Whet her it is hel pful our not, we can see that the Rabbi has
genui ne enpathy for this tragic young coupl e.

BEN

It is overwhel mng. When sonething |ike

t hi s happens,
anyt hi ng.

it’s hard to have faith in

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
Now that is the question, you said it
before, Karen: can we continue to have
faith when we live in a world |like this?

Now they are really listening to him

The Rabb
father...

RABBI (cont’d)

Moses. Mbses was supposedly a very w se
man. Forty-nine of the fifty doors of
under st andi ng were opened to Mbses.
Seeing that the fiftieth door was cl osed
to him Mbses substituted faith.

(t hen)
My old man, God rest his soul, used to
say that “true wsdomis the ability to
act when it is necessary on the basis of
i nconplete information...”

drifts off for a nonent, thinking about
Then- -

RABBI (cont’d)
Have faith in God.

KAREN
(dubi ousl y)
| have faith...despite what happened...to
me...to us...despite what happened...
have faith in God. | wsh Ben

RABBI
Faith does NOT exist in certainty! Faith
exists in the domain of doubt!

hi s

Ben says nothing. Rabbi | ooks at Ben, then Karen, then Ben.

RABBI (cont’d)
My dad...we lived in Corpus Cristi ,
Texas. There are Jews in Corpus Cristi,
it’s the one place in Texas with a few
crazy jews. But, despite that...when

was a kid, | felt like I was so al one.
And ny dad used to say: “it’s good to be
al one. If you can learn to be al one,
truly happy in your aloneness, you wl|
be happy on this earth.” Wll, | |earned
to be alone, but still, it didn't...

They are looking at him-- waiting for a punch |ine.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI (cont’d)
( MORE

( CONTI NUED)
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Sonetines, | feel...helpless., too. | am
asked to interpret profound words of
prophets, and I do not really now what to
say or do nyself.

BEN
Why? Way go on? Wiy care? Wiy live?
VWhat’ s the point?

RABBI

Because we have a responsibility to live,
to be. Listen, | know you want to get a
gun and kill these fuckers. Cut them
open and |augh and dance while they
scream and bleed, but all spiritual
traditions, all of them if you take the
political bullshit away, teach us to
handle what is in front of you wth
goodness. To be is good, but this good
applies universally to all of existence,
to what we think is evil and what we
think is benefit, that is why Moses
prayed for the Egyptians who di ed chasing

his ass across the Red Sea. Pray for
your enenies. It wll disappear this,
this sorrow Pray universally to the

light in darkness, the flowers in weeds,
sharks and dol phi ns, droughts and
wat erfal ls, cancer and chenot herapy. ..

A wave of nausea passes through Rabbi. He | ooks
couple -- they seem OQUT OF FOCUS
BEN
You're not feeling well, Rabbi, we should
go.
RABBI

Ben | ooks at Rabbi in astonishnment, then slowy shakes his

head.

(anxi ousl y)
Please, let’s talk to each other. Let’s
say whatever cones into our heads. A
total bullshit session

(he | ooks at Karen)
Excuse ny | anguage.

The pitying smle returns.

BEN
I"msorry. This isn't working for ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
Wy? \What’'s wrong, Ben?

Ben puts his head down -- Karen has an idea.

KAREN
I"I'l go home, Ben, and you stay here with
the Rabbi. It’s better if you' re alone
together. Just the two of you.

RABBI
| can give you a ride hone.

She gets up.

( CONTI NUED)
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KAREN
C nmon, Ben...stay here and talk to the
Rabbi al one.

BEN

(embar assed)
Sure...okay, whatever.

Rabbi gets up and opens the door for her.

RABBI
I's your car parked outside?

KAREN
The 1ot in back.

RABBI
I1"ll take Ben home when we’'re done.

KAREN
Thank you, Rabbi.

She exits.

The Rabbi turns and | ook at:

BEN

Who breathes deeply, as if he’ s been running.
W DER

The two nen stare at one anot her.

I NT. THE RABBI’'S OFFI CE - N GHT 21
Ben once again sits across the desk from Rabbi. Ben is very
unconfortable -- he’'d rather be any place but here. And he
can’t | ook Rabbi in the eye.
RABBI
Thanks, Ben. Thanks for staying.
BEN
Sure.
RABBI

Want sone coffee or sonething? You can
snoke in here, if you want.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
Real | y? Thanks.
Ben takes out, lights up a cigarette.
RABBI

(maki ng smal | tal k)
| guess you can’'t be out fishing very
long in this weather.

BEN
Just short trips. Too rough. Too
choppy. Doesn’'t matter, fish’'re all gone
anyway. Poi soned. Pollution.

RABBI
Got nuch to do ashore?

BEN
I work at the dock

RABBI
Ri ght .

End of conversation

Ben stares at the table and again Rabbi feels his
ineffectuality sweeping over him Rabbi feels his enotiona
paralysis and can’'t shake it -- he’s in a cold sweat.

RABBI (cont’d)
Money probl ens?

Ben shakes his head.

RABBI (cont’d)
Sorry for asking. Money does have a | ot
to do wth everything.

BEN
Qoviously. As we know.

Rabbi cl asps his hands so that the knuckles gleam A pain
t hrobs behind his eyes and his nouth is dry.

The sick feeling conmes in waves, through Rabbi’ head and
st omach.

RABBI
How | ong have you been. .. suicidal.

( CONTI NUED)
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Rabbi

BEN
Don’t know. Not too long, | think.
Since...since the incident.
RABBI
Have you ever heard Mahler’s 9th?
BEN
Who?
RABBI

GQustav Mahler. One of ny great regrets
is | never saw Leonard Bernstein conduct
Mahler’s 9th. O Stravinsky. | never
saw M| es Davi s.

BEN
|”ve heard of him

RABBI
He’'s dead. Mles Davis was a mracle,
one of the mracles that makes being
alive a gift.

BEN
C non, Rabbi.
RABBI
God lives in that music, Ben. Just

| isten. Li sten. ..

puts on Mles Davis (soenthing from Ki nda Bl ue or

Silent Way).

They listen for a while.

BEN
kay. ..so0?

In

A
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BEN(cont ' d)

RABBI
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CNTNED fSlen. .1 RABBH( 580 1) hel p e, Ben. |

need you to help nme help you. Do you
hear nme, Ben? Ben, |ook at ne.

(t hen)
| don’t think you understand what |'m
trying to--
BEN
(lashi ng out)
--You don’'t wunderstand, Rabbi. | did

f ucki ng not hi ng.
A long PAUSE, Rabbi is taken aback by this outburst.
He turns OFF the MJSIC.
Ben slowy gets up and begins to nove around the room

BEN (CONT' D) (cont’d)

(somewhat cal my)
They beat her and raped her and and beat
her and raped her and | stood there not
fighting back not noving frozen with fear
and she was scream ng and | stood there,
they raped, | did nothing, wal ked right
into the showers, we always say, “why
didn't they fight back, better to die
fighting...” And now ne, the sane thing,
fear and weakness... |’m so ashaned |
can’t look at Karen, | can’t |ook her in
the eye, do you know how that feels? And
Rabbi, | tell you this and it hurts to do
it but "'mgoing to as long as |’ m saying
everything else, that, since the, after
what happened, | becane...inpotent. |I'm
i npotent, Rabbi, inpotent. Do you know
how that feels, do you understand, Rabbi,
I’ minpotent.

(falling apart)
I’ minpotent. ..

Rabbi gathers his thoughts for a few nonents, then,
careful ly:

RABBI
... Maybe. .. maybe you shoul d see a doctor.
O a psychiatrist...

BEN
Can't afford it.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
Ben, there are prograns...comunity
servi ces..
(t hen)
What does your wife--

BEN
--Karen’s fine. She’s just fine.

RABBI
| see.

BEN
You don't see.

RABBI
Pl ease, Ben. Listen to ne. W'’re al
responsible. Al of us. M, especially.

BEN

You? That’'s the first thing you ve said
that | agree with. You are responsible.
You' re responsible for saying stupid,
meani ngl ess things. “The world pursues
its natural course.”

(of f Rabbi’ | oo0k)
You say the world pursues its natural
course. That’s bullshit, man. That’s an
excuse, that’'s all that is. You're
trying to rationalize an unfair, fucked
world. So what if “the world pursues its
natural course?” \What does that have to
do with ne? Wth ny wife? Wth ny dead
baby?

Rabbi thinks about this for a nonent.

RABBI
Maybe you're right, Ben, maybe | am
trying to rationalize.

(then, a different approach)
Ckay...okay. Let ne tell you a story,
Ben. It won't take |ong..

(t hen)

During world war two, a woman, non-jew sh
| think, maybe Catholic, hid nine or ten
jews in her house, ranging fromage three
to age sixty three, in a house where a
pail was the toilet.

( MORE)
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They f al

en an ol GABRIEANtgA) sick and knew she
was dying, she said: “ny dead body is
gonna get you caught. What are you gonna
do with nmy body?” She was really
concerned, obsessed with the fact that,
in dying, she may cause the other to get
caught. ..

()
Then she died. At night, secretly and in
stages, they disnmenbered and buried her
body outside under the nud.

(t hen)
Wien | hear stories like this, about
human beings...well, sonetines, | amnore
afraid of living than of dying. | know

this better than anyone, Ben. You know
do, you know it.

sil ent.
BEN

(sarcastic)
That’s a really cool story, Rabbi..

(t hen)
Anyway, |'’msorry, Karen and | were very
sad about...about your wfe...
RABBI
| loved her, Ben, nore than | |ove Cod.
My Iife was over, |I'’mnot frightened of

death, there wasn’t a single reason for
me to go on living. But | did.

Ben |i stens.

RABBI (cont’d)
| found a reason. O her human bei ngs.

Ben nods slowy.

RABBI (cont’d)
| " ve discovered sonething. He who has a
why to |ive can bear al nost any how You
Ben, are one of ny whys.

RABBI (cont’d)

Gee, thanks.

RABBI (cont’d)
Sarcasmis good. It shows you still have
fight. It shows you still have the power

to transform

( CONTI NUED)
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Rabbi is overcone by a violent attack of coughing and has to

stand up.

He draws a deep breath, grinmaces,

BEN
Sorry.

RABBI
| apol ogi ze for talking so much about
myself. | hope you don’t m sunderstand
me. Al | neanis, we, you and I, in our

own ways, in our different ways, have
shut ourselves in and | ocked the door
behi nd us. You with your fear and
hum |iation and ne--

BEN
--But that’s just the point, Rabbi, you
don’t get, how, you know, |’m going on
with ny life, living out there, in the
real world, with ny wife and you -- well,
you don’t get how | feel at all.

(t hen)

Have you even been listening to ne?

RABBI
That’s what |’ m sayi ng! I CAN ONLY
LI STEN! | cannot do anything. Do you

know t hat hol ocaust survivors have either
found serenity through living or they
drown in despair. And there is no mddle
ground. And who is going to talk them
out of it? | did not have a raped w fe.
| cannot know your despair. No matter
what | say it is not going to be you!
And that is why, at the bottomof it all,
| am usel ess as a Rabbi. That is one
thing I do know. But what | don’t know,
what | don’t know is, what else to do
wth nmy life. Just like you, I'm
searching for neaning. That’'s why |I'm
sitting here, with you, trying to help
you find sonme kind of sonething in your
life, and thus ny life.

RABBI (cont’d)
Excuse ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
You' re wong, Rabbi. You are good. You
are the only good nman |’ve ever known.
I"msorry that...you can’t help ne. It’s

not your fault.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
Ben, let nmy try, let me try to help you:
there is no neaning in the rapes and
murders and hate and catastrophic events
and violent incidents and “Acts O CGod”,
no, there is nothing in those things, but
there is nmeaning in the way we |ive our
i ndividual |ives and through the exercise
of our God-given intelligence, God-given
courage, and God-given hope and faith.
Yes, hope and faith. And especially hope
and faith.

Ben i s becom ng nore and nore anxi ous.

RABBI (cont’d)
Listen to ne: | amnot an optimst. |
ama hopist. | ama faithist.

BEN
I have no idea what you’'re tal king about,
Rabbi. 1’ve always been a good person.
| believed in doing good and still do.
All nmy life, do unto others, that is, do
good everywhere you can and it’ll cone
back to you. | look for good in people,
and try to do ny part to ease suffering
in the world. Yes, if you want to cal
it that, 1I’m an optimst. | don’'t
understand what’s wong with that,
| ooking for good in people and in the

world, | just don’t understand.

RABBI
VWll, optimsm assunes that, in life,
goodness wi Il conquer all, which, as we
now know, doesn’t always | ook that way. *kx
And that is why we feel the way we do. * ok x
Goodness doesn’t look like it won in your * ok k
situation. But the world takes horror * ok
and chews it and eats it gulps it and >k x
shits it out. And faith grows. That’s *kx
right. From shit. Hope and faith are *kx
born of life' s tragic dinension. Hey >k x
grow in the domain of doubt >k x
and. . .incidence, Ben. Hope and faith, >k x
Ben, hope and faith. * ok ok

There is a long silence, then:

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
| should go. |’'mgonna wal k hone.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI

No. Please. Try and understand why |I’'m

telling you all this. | probably have no

idea what |I’mtal king about, in fact, |I’'m

sure | have no idea what |'m talking

about, I'"mjust trying to help you and

don’t know any other way other than

tal king about things | really am unsure >k x
of nysel f. * ok ok

(t hen)
Does that make any sense?

Ben has no answer.

RABBI (cont’d)
What I'’mtrying to say is: |’mthe one
who needs help, don’t you see that?
You' re the healthy one and I’ mthe sick
one! |I'msitting here, like an idiot,
pretending to try and convince you that
God and hope and faith and conpassi on and
ot her people are reasons to keep living
when | don’t even necessarily believe
t hat nysel f. What a pathetic bastard
am Do you see what a pathetic human
being I am what an enpty wetch sits
here before you, begging you to stay with
him to keep him conpany in this
enptiness, to nake himfeel...useful? |I'm
not a Rabbi. |’m a nothing who needs
your help. Help ne, Ben, help ne help
you. Help nme help both of us.

This strategy is not working.

BEN

| appreciate all you ve done here, your
t houghts and stories and phil osophy,
Rabbi, and for giving ne so nuch of your
valuable time, and for trying so hard to
convince ne that you are worse off than
ne.

(t hen)
| have to go to work now. |’msorry,
have to | eave you

Ben stands up.

RABBI
One nore thing...

( CONTI NUED)
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Ben | ooks at him

RABBI (cont’d)
My father...ny father was the strongest,
the nost powerful, the nost spritually

pure man | have ever known. | mss him
so much. | needed him Ben, | needed him
when | was growi ng up. | need himnow.

The EMOTION in Rabbi’s voice is capturing Ben, who slowy
sits down.

RABBI (cont’d)
Karen needs you, Ben. The child that you
are going to nake together, the child
that you are going to bring into this
worl d needs you. | need you. | want to
see that beautiful face of yours around
here for a long, long tine.

Ben is beginning to soften..

BEN
Your father was a Rabbi, too, right?

RABBI

Yes, he was a great, great Rabbi. Except
for one thing.

(this is really inportant)
My father...ny dad coul d not nmake sense
of the world either. He becane convi nced
that the only way to ease the great
suffering in this world was through
action, not just action, violent action.
He felt so guilty about nmy nother not
bei ng around, he loved ne so nuch, he was
ashaned that | saw himw th guns, and he
was ashamed of his violent nature, and |
know he didn’'t want nme to be like him --
this is ny theory, anyway -- so, in an
attenpt to teach ne...that vengeance is
only God’s...he...

(this is very hard for him
...he took hinself away fromne. He took
hi nsel f away.

The Rabbi has to stop.

Ben has been bl own away by the story. He is nowtotally with
t he Rabbi .

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI (cont’d)

(slowy)
Ben...what the world needs, what the
worl d desperately needs right nowis nore
[ight, not |less. Enpathetic souls are the
light, Ben, they are the |ight. VWhen ny
father left this world, there was that
much | ess goodness on earth. The world
needs every pure soul to keep living, to
stay part of the light, every soul |ike
yours, Ben

(this is it)
Because, it is only through the conbi ned
power of all these light-filled souls of
goodness that we can transformthe worl d.

(finally)
Pl ease, Ben...stay.

Rabbi has won -- he has turned Ben.

BEN
Rabbi . . .

RABBI
Yes..?

BEN
Thank vyou. It’s weird, but...
understand, now. | think...l nean...
actually feel...better. Thank you so
much. . .

Rabbi goes to Ben and enbraces him holds himtightly.

BEN (cont’ d)
Thank you so rmuch. ..

Now, Rabbi takes a piece of paper, pencil, wites.

RABBI
My cell nunber, ny hone nunber and ny
nunber here. Call any tine of the day or
night. Please, Ben. Call.

Rabbi hands Ben the piece of paper.
BEN

Thanks, Rabbi. Thanks for everything. |
really appreciate it.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
Just think about our conversation. W']|
tal k agai n tonorrow, okay?

BEN
Ckay. Bye now.
RABBI
Goodbye.
Ben exits.
Rabbi sinks into his chair and cl oses his eyes.

RABBI (cont’d)
Pl ease God, help him

I NT. SYNAGOGUE - NI GHT: 22

Rabbi
He wal

conmes in and | ooks around.

ks to the front doors, opens them and | ooks out.

Now he comes back down the aisle toward the stage.

He gets to the foot of the stage and stands there, facing the

Tor ah.

Agai n,

A dul

THE ETERNAL SEEMS OQUT OF FOCUS.
RABBI
| feel that | was useful with Ben.
But...you nmake things so...hard. I
need. . . hel p. I need help. Help ne,

pl ease. Help ne, please...wth..

silence fills the massive enptiness of the synagogue.

( CONTI NUED)
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Rabbi gets down on his knees.

RABBI (cont’d)

"Il do anything...just tell nme what to
do...make nme useful. Useful . | don’t
know what to do anynore. I

just...don’t...know. | need you to show

me. @ide ne. Lead ne...help ne. Tel
me what to do...tell me what to do. I

feel like I was useful...but I need you
to show ne...the suffering
isS...just...too nuch...the suffering.

He gets to his feet, stands notionless, |istening.

pours down his face.

RABBI (cont’d)
I see. Nothing.

That nonent he senses someone. Rabbi turns to face:

W DE ANGLE

Zane is standing at the far end of the synagogue
silhouette in the noonlight streamng in through the |arge

W ndows.

Exhaust ed, Rabbi sits down in one of the pews. A |ong pause.

RABBI (cont’d)
You shoul dn't be here.

( CONTI NUED)
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ZANE

No, | shoul d,
what ever .

| nmean, yes

RABBI

VWhat ever. ..

ZANE
et in bed. You need rest.

Go hone and g

RABBI

Wy are you h
Sl ow y:

ere, Zane?

ZANE

| got hone..
back.

(t hen)
Rabbi, | feel
didn’t nean i

.and | knew |

| shoul d. O

had to cone

bad about what | said. [

t. Any of it.

You' re the

nost amazi ng person |’ve ever known...

(t hen)

Don’t you understand, you're all | have.

She goes to him kneels
his | egs.

at his feet,

ZANE (cont’d)

You're all |

have. ..

putting her arns around

Rabbi gently lifts Zane’s chin up to face him

RABBI
That’s not true, Zane. Yo

isn't true.

You have yours

the nost inportant person i

You survived,

Zane, you sur

You can do anything. You

strength. |
you.

know you do.

ZANE
I I ove you, Rabbi.

RABBI
And | 1ove you

They enbrace.

u know t hat
elf. You are
n your life.
vived hel |.
have great
| believe in

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI (cont’d)

Karen and Ben Cohen were here.

ZANE

| saw them At service this afternoon

She was cryi ng.

RABBI

| talked to them | have no idea what |
maybe. Maybe it

was tal ki ng about. .. but,
meant sonething to Ben.

that it did. | just...l
what to do.

ZANE
VWhat can anybody do? | can’'t

have to hope
have no idea

| magi ne - -

to be raped, beaten, |ose your baby.
can’t begin to

Unbel i evably horrible. |
under stand how she feels.
(t hen)

Wiy don’t they do sonething about that

gang?
He | ooks at her bl ankly.

RABBI
(but he knows)
Who. . ?

ZANE
Hate. The gang. Hate.
call thensel ves. .. Hate.

That’ s what they

RABBI
(again, he knows exactly who
they are)
Hat e. .
RABBI (cont’ d)
| don’t know, Zane. | just don’t know.

She presses his head hard agai nst
her arns, silencing him

her

breast, taking himin

In the background, THE OFFI CE PHONE BEG NS TO RING Then

RABBI (cont’d)
Maybe | hel ped him Zane.
| did.

Rabbi gets up

real ly hope

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI (cont’d)
You should go hone.

Zane doesn’'t npve.

ZANE
| wanna stay here with you.

RABBI
We can’t do that.

He hel ps her up.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)
Zane. .. pl ease go.

Her feelings are hurt by the fact that he doesn’'t want her to
stay with him

ZANE
I want to be with you. You need--

RABBI
JUST GO

Si | enced.
She turns and wal ks out.

Rabbi | ooks up and sees M chael, standing outside the office
door .

M CHAEL
You shoul d send her hone.

RABBI
To her father? He alnost killed her
He’ s what brought her to ne.

M CHAEL
She’s in love with you, Rabbi

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
She’ s young, she’ Il get over it. [’ m
just trying to keep her away from that
man.
M CHAEL
Is that what you’' re doing?
RABBI
He'l'l kill her if she goes back to him
M CHAEL
Runaways get killed in the streets, too.
RABBI
Not her -- she’s a survivor
M CHAEL
Yeah, she survives.
RABBI
(sharply)
M chael, that’s enough. She’s putting
hersel f through school. [It’s hard. But
she’ s gonna do sonething great with her
life, I knowit, | can feel it. She's a
very speci al person.

(t hen)
And speci al people are better off al one.
We all are.

As Rabbi npves back toward his office:

M CHAEL
Police just called...

Rabbi stops and turns back to M chael.

M CHAEL (cont’d)
About Ben. Rabbi...

M chael is trying his best to hide it, he's not sure what to
do, how to break the news to Rabbi, but sonething sad is
witten all over his face.

RABBI
He' s okay, right?

M CHAEL
There was an acci dent. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI

Wthout any further reply, Rabbi noves toward the doors.

NOTE:

FROM HERE ON, RABBI

RABBI

An accident..?
M CHAEL

They’' re not sure what happened...a car.
RABBI

But he’ s okay.

(t hen)
Where is he?

M CHAEL
Main Street Crossroads. Ht and run,
t hey think...

RABBI
But he’'s fine, right? He didn't get
hurt, did he?

M CHAEL
Had your nane in his hand, witten on a
pi ece of paper...

RABBI
My nane. ..
M CHAEL
(nods)
Cops’re there. Sorre ki ds found him

REALI ZE THAT BEN | S DEAD.

ALVWAYS LOOKS CAMERA RI GHT.

M CHAEL (cont’d)
Rabbi . . .

RABBI
Lock up and go to bed, M chael.

NOW MOVES LEFT TO RI GHT, AND
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EXT. SYNAGOGUE PARKI NG LOT - NI GHT: 25

The nmoon casts Rabbi’s | ong shadow on the garbage-strewn
concrete. The WND HOALS and blows with great fury.

Rabbi st ops wal ki ng when he sees:
THE RABBI'S POV - H S VOLVO

has been vandalized: tires slashed, w ndows broken, a giant
red word -- HATE -- painted over the hood.

BACK TO SCENE
As A MJUSCLE CAR pulls up and stops, MJSI C BLASTI NG

Rabbi | ooks over and sees the car -- in the half-Ilight,
gl i npse FOUR HATERS inside -- an AK-47 is raised and--

As RABBI drops to the ground--

The AK-47 SHOOTS several rounds into Rabbi’ car, further
destroying it.

As the nuscle car tears off, CAMERA noves from Rabbi,
hunker ed down behi nd his car.

EXT. CTY STREET - N GHT: 26

Rabbi wal ks in the RAIN AND WND, passing PEOPLE, BU LDl NGS
CARS.

Things | ook distorted -- OQUT OF FOCUS

THE STREET LI GHTS ARE BLEEDI NG WHI TE LI GHT.

EXT. DOANTOMN | NTERSECTI ON - NI GHT: 27
Rabbi wal ks up. THI CK SHEETS OF HALE ARE FALLI NG

A police car, LIGHTS running, stands just under a bridge.

TWD COPS hover near by.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Ben is lying face-down, stretched out in sone shallow,
dar kened wat er.

One hand is outstretched, as if reaching for sonething.
Rabbi approaches the cops.
COP #1 speaks to Rabbi for a nonent, then nods.

Rabbi steps into the water, wal ks slowy over to Ben s body,
and kneel s.

Rabbi pulls up Ben’s twisted, |ifeless body and enbraces it.
Tears stream down Rabbi’ face.

RABBI
Forgi ve ne, Ben...forgive ne.

Still holding Ben in his arnms, he SCREAMS up at the heavens--
LI GHTNI NG stri kes throughout the background.

THE W ND SCREAMS

THE LI GHTS BLEED.

EXT. CTY STREET - N GHT: 28

Rabbi wal ks, carrying his case. The RAIN has stopped.
The HOMNLI NG W ND cont i nues.

Rabbi stops and | ooks at the PIECE OF PAPER with the address
witten that M chael gave him

Rabbi conti nues wal ki ng.

EXT. THE HATE HOUSE - NI GHT: 29

The MUSCLE CAR fromearlier is parked in the driveway.

EXT. STREET - NI GHT: 30

Rabbi stands in the noonlit shadow of a G ANT KNARLED DEAD
TREE, staring across the street at THE HATE HOUSE

Things are in and OQUT OF FOCUS.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
LOUD MJUSIC frominside the house.

RABBI
Pl ease. .. make ne...useful.

Rabbi turns and SUDDENLY:
THE GHOST OF BEN COHEN

Is standing face to face with Rabbi -- Ben has a very subtle,
OTHERWORLDLY GLOW

RABBI
Stares at the ghost.
RABBI AND THE GHOST

Stand transfixed, staring into one another’s eyes for a |ong
beat, then--

BEN COHEN S GHOST
Hat e.

RABBI turns and | ooks back at the house.
Ben’ s CGhost is gone.

The MJSI C becones SO LOUD i nside Rabbi’s head, like a white
hot knife piercing his brain...

RABBI

(a whi sper)
Stop. ..

--he brings his hands to his ears and covers them..

RABBI (cont’d)
STOP! !

I NT. ZANE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT: 31

BOOKS and papers are strewn everywhere. This is the hone of
A STUDENT.

The decor features nunerous MANDALAS.
MUSI C PLAYS from a room deeper within

There is KNOCKING at the front door (on which is painted
anot her MANDALA) .

( CONTI NUED)
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A nonent
t he door.

| ater,

Zane enters fromthe back room

She goes to

( CONTI NUED)
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ZANE
Who is it?

RABBI (O S.)
Me.

Zane opens the door. Rabbi is standing there. Wthout a
word, Zane steps aside and lets himin.

He wal ks over to the couch and | ooks back at Zane.

RABBI (cont’d)
Tell himto | eave.

Zane | ooks at Rabbi -- he | ooks terrible.
She exits into the bedroom
A nonment | ater, Zane cones back into the room followed by a
SAD- LOOKI NG MAN with sunken eyes, shirt and tie undone,
carrying his jacket.
The Sad- Looki ng Man | ooks at Rabbi .
RABBI (cont’d)
Cet out. If you ever cone here again,
11 Kkill you.

The freaked-out Sad-Looking Man | ooks at Zane, then noves to
t he door.

SAD- LOOKI NG MAN
(to Zane)
This is fucked.

He exits. Rabbi sits on the couch.

ZANE
What are you doi ng here?

RABBI
...l don’t know. | thought you stopped >k x
t hi s. *x

Rabbi notices a MARIJUANA ROACH in a nearby ashtray.

RABBI (cont’d)
| thought you stopped this, too. * ok ok

( CONTI NUED)
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ZANE
Genesi s one twelve: | have given you al
the seed bearing plants and herbs to
use... y ' know that verse, don't you,
Rabbi ?

RABBI
Cut e.

ZANE

You should call, y’ know?
Rabbi | ooks at her.

ZANE (CONT' D) (cont’d)
Who the hell are you to cone here like

this?

(t hen)
No, I'lIl tell you: you are selfish, you
are inconsiderate, you are...|l don’'t

wanna see you right now.

Sil ence. She | ooks at him He | ooks awful .

RABBI
Ben Cohen i s dead.

ZANE
Oh. .. oh god.

Zane sinks to the couch.

RABBI
He didn’t kill hinself...
(of f her 1o00k)
It was an acci dent. He wanted to |ive,
Zane...he wanted to |ive.

A beat, then:

Zane
Rabbi...l"mso sorry..
(sof t eni ng)
Let’s go sonewhere. Get sone coffee or
sonething. You look terrible.

RABBI

No. I'm sorry. | should go. | don’t
know why | came here

( CONTI NUED)
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ZANE
Pl ease. .. stay.

Rabbi rises to | eave.
ZANE (cont’ d)
I know why you cane here.
(of f his |o0k)
Because you need ne. W need each other.
W' re all we have...
He ri ses.

RABBI
I’ msorry.

He wal ks to the door.

ZANE
VWat is wong wth you, man?

Rabbi stops and turns slowy toward her.

RABBI
What is wong with nme? You want to know
what is wong with ne? | wll tell you
what is wong with ne. | don’'t want you,

Zane. And the nore you say you “need ne”
and we “need each other” the nore you
offend ne. The nore | resent you. Do
you hear ne?

ZANE
Uh- huh. | hear you. | hear you. You
don’t nean that -- you have no idea what

you’ re saying. Your nouth noves, words
cone out, but they don’t nean anyt hing.
You are such a fucked wup guy | can't
believe it.

RABBI
You fucking hypocrite. You say there is
no God but you are obsessed with | ove.
You say love is God but you sell it or
give it away like it’s worthless. You
have tricks wal king out of here and
you’' re snoki ng dope and you say you need
me, and this is, | don’t know what this
is.

( CONTI NUED)
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ZANE
Then what are you doing here? * ko
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RABBI
| don’t know.

ZANE
You are a liar and you are a coward.

RABBI
| am goi ng. | have to talk to Ben's
wi fe. Ben was an acci dent. He want to
live...l knowit.
(t hen)
Not hi ng.

ZANE
(quietly)
What about the | ove we made..Wat about
that? Was that nothing?
(of f him NOT | ooking at her)
Look at ne, Rabbi....look at ne.

Sonet hing in her voice makes himdo just that.

ZANE (cont’d)
| gave you everything. Everything.

RABBI
That was...that was a m stake. |’ m going
to talk to ben’s wife.

He goes to the door, but before he can open it she grabs him
and spins himaround.

Rabbi

ZANE

(an expl osi on)
LOOK AT ME. Does God exist is a bull
shit question and you know it. The
gquestion is do you exist and what for?
Where is God is a bull shit question.
The question is where are you and are you
verifying God by your actions? You say
I"ma hypocrite and maybe it’s true but |
do believe one thing. Wen two people
| ove each other with all their heart and
soul and mght, that is GCod. If you
woul d know God, |ove. Do you hear ne?
| f you would know God, |ove. But you
don’t and you won’t and you wouldn't if
you could and you never wll.

contenplates this for a nonent. Then:

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
You read too many books, Zane.

ZANE
You can do better than that.

He puts his hands on her and | ooks into her eyes. Their eyes
| ock on one anot her.

RABBI
It may be too late for ne to know Cod,
Zane. . .
(then, with great finality)
| can see by the | ook on your face that
you under st and.

And so can we.
Zane takes this in for a nonment, then explodes wth:

ZANE
No, Rabbi, | don’t understand you. I
feel sorry for you. You re pathetic.
You think you re better than ne but what
do you do? You kill people. You kill
peopl e, Rabbi. You kill people |ike Ben
with your self pity.

RABBI
Ben was an acci dent. He wanted to |ive.
I know it. | know- -

ZANE

(cutting himoff and down)
--You're not a man. You’ re not hi ng
Not hi ng. You are nothing but a self
mutilator. You re nothing, nothing to
me. You talk about nothing but YOU ARE
NOTHI NG

They stand there, |ooking at one another for a VERY |ong
beat, then:

Rabbi turns and | eaves.
FADE TO BLACK.

FADE | N:
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31

ND KAREN COHEN S KI TCHEN - NI GHT: 32

Rabbi is standing at the kitchen door, still carrying his
weapons case.

The FRIDGE is open -- it’s light illumnates the room 31

Karen staggers back, away fromthe open door and sinks into a
kitchen chair.

RABBI
Kar en. . .

Karen grips the kitchen table to steady herself.

Rabbi sits down next to her. He clasps his hands over hers.
They sit, silent.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)
Karen...let’'s pray together.

KAREN COHEN
No.

Rabbi nods, understanding. She takes her hands out from
under his, grasps the kitchen table and pushes herself up.

RABBI
Kar en. . .

KAREN
Leave ne al one.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
If there’s anything | can do for you...
mean, if--
KAREN
Cet out.

Karen | eaves the room exiting into the further room where
she sits on the couch and cries quietly.

Rabbi stands there, feeling quite helpless, separate and
al one.

RABBI
| spoke with him but...Karen, | hel ped
him | think...l think he wanted to |ive.

She isn’t even listening.

OFF SCREEN A PHONE BEG NS TO RI NG

Rabbi stands there for a nonent |onger, all alone.

Now he turns and goes out the back door.

EXT. BEN AND KAREN COHEN S KI TCHEN - NI GHT: 33

As Rabbi cones out onto the porch he turns around and | ooks
into the kitchen

RABBI' S POV - THROUGH THE KI TCHEN - KAREN

is sitting on the living roomcouch, still crying.

THE PHONE BEG NS TO RING AGAIN -- she doesn’t answer it.
RABBI

Stands there, lost in thought.

OFFSCREEN, A POLICE CAR pulls up -- WE SEE I TS LI GHTS pl ay
over him

Hel pl ess and very nuch alone, Rabbi noves off into the
bl eedi ng ni ght.

EXT. HOSPI TAL - NI GHT: 34

Rabbi stands there, thinking. Decides he nust go in.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
Ckay...nothing is everything.

I NT. RABBI’ W FE HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT: 35

We remenber this roomfromthe beginning of the film

Al t hough her brain is alert and HER EYES ARE VERY MJUCH ALI VE,
Rabbi’s wife is “locked in,” unable to speak or nove her
body.

The door quietly opens and Rabbi cones in, slowy approaches
t he bed.

RABBI
Are you col d?

HER EYES. He pulls a hospital blanket over her body.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)
| don't really think you d be very
interested in hearing anything about
what’ s going on with ne...

Rabbi noves to a nearby chair.

RABBI (cont’d)
My life, nost of it, all of it, is still
pretty meani ngl ess. Not hing has changed.
Yet everything is changing.

He takes the chair and pulls it over to the bed.

RABBI (cont’d)

| have no friends, not because people
don't like nme, really, but because |
don’t like people. | try and | try but I
just can't... Well, | try to |love them
to understand them to handle them..wth
care... like... fragile things, which,
let’s face it, is what they are...but...
| don’t like them

Rabbi sits down.

RABBI (cont’d)
I know you know what | nean.
(t hen)
l’mtrying to imagine your half of this
conversation. ..
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ;
| think thEABB| (@8Rt dknow, if you coul d
talk, we probably wouldn’'t be talking
right now. ..

He | ooks at her for a |ong beat.

RABBI (cont’d)
Let’s face it: that’s exactly the way it
was when you got. .. sick.
(t hen)
Sure you're alright? Not too cold? It’s
cold in here...

Rabbi stands up, collecting his thoughts.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)
| think, if you could speak with ne, |
know what you’d say. You'd say that |
believe in a noun that cannot be known.
“God.” When | should believe in the
concept of Godliness; healing the sick,
feeding the hungry, supporting the
fallen, pursuing peace, loving ny
nei ghbor, and so forth and so on, blah

bl ah bl ah, etcetera etcetera. Just so * ok
many pearls before so nuch...crap. You'd *kx
ask, as you did so many tinmes, do I, in

living ny life, imtate the ways of
Godl i ness.  And when | answer “no,” you
call nme a hypocrite.

He sits down, thinking.

RABBI (cont’d)
Then you’ d go on and on and on about how
Godliness is believed through doing
justice, in caring, in curing, in
protecting. To behave in Godly fashion,
this is the only way to know God. That
is, I"'mpretty sure, what you woul d say.

Anot her pause.

RABBI (cont’d)
You al ways asked ne if | hear the prayers

| m sayi ng. If I really listen to the

prayers... Well, | think about this quite

a bit. And you know sonething, you' re

right. | pray, but...l just pray...and * ok x
it only feels like, howdifficult it is * ok x
to conmt one’'s life to an intention, an *ok
intention that feels so...inpossible. * ok k

( CONTI NUED)
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Rabbi

is beginning to lose it.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI (cont’d)
| feel so...ineffectual. The
i mpossibility of feeling that | am making
ad

ifference is driving ne...

(he stops)
Vell, I"msorry. | don’t know what el se
to say...

(pausing to collect his

t hought s)
M chael thinks that we should...|I
should...try...I don’t know...try to tel
you how | feel...so that we can...or that
I can...reach sonme kind of closure in the
situation.

Rabbi is trying to hold it together.

RABBI (cont’d)
M chael doesn't realize that | did close
with you, long, long ago. He won't, or
maybe he can’t, understand the fact that
you hated ... hate ne.

He takes her hand in his and | ooks into her (pleading) eyes
for a long tine.

RABBI (cont’d)

Well...all I can do now is apol ogi ze. ..

(t hen)
So...l1 amsorry. | do love you. Always
have.

Slowy, HER EYES CLOSE

The nonitor suddenly FLATLINES, nmaki ng a LOWN BEEPI NG SOUND
The Rabbi drops her hand to the bed |ike a poi sonous snake,
stands up knocking his chair over and backs away fromthe bed
as- -

TWDO NURSES RUSH I N and

Begin to work on her.

Rabbi watches them for a few nonents, then

EXT. HOSPI TAL - NI GHT: 36

Rabbi cones out, dizzy, head reeling.
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EXT. STREET - NI GHT: 37

Rabbi is wandering down the street, tired, lost in nore ways
t han one.

It is RAINING AGAIN -- the WND HOALS -- TRASH FLI ES t hr ough
the air.

Suddenl y Rabbi hears OFFSCREEN SCREAMS:

VA CE
Hel p! Help ne! Please! Help nel!

Rabbi | ooks around.

The Voice is comng froma nearby DARKENED GARAGE

Rabbi noves i nto:

| NT. DARK GARACGE - NI GHT: 38

In SILHOUETTE: as Rabbi conmes into the dark garage, he is
H T OVER THE HEAD by an UNSEEN ASSAI LANT.

Rabbi falls to the ground, dazed.
Pockets are searched, noney and credit cards taken.

Legs and feet run away, disappearing into the shadows.
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EXT. GARAGE - NI GHT:

Rabbi crawls on all fours, dragging The Bl ack Case through
the bl ood-red nud, out of the garage and into the street.

A CAR passes himby. ANOTHER CAR passes.
Then A CAR STOPS.

The Driver’s door opens, |egs energe and nove around to where
Rabbi is |ying.

THE MAN S VA CE
Hey...you alright?

W still don’t see a face.

THE MAN' S VO CE (cont’d)
Here. ..

The still unseen Man opens the passenger door.

THE MAN' S VO CE (cont’d)
Lemre hel p you. ..

He picks Rabbi up and helps himinto the car.

THE MAN' S VO CE (cont’d)
Cnon...get in...1"mhere for you.

I NT. CAR - MOVING - N GHT

Rabbi is settled in the passenger seat; the still unseen Man
drives.

It is RAINING again. The street lights are all down --
bl i nki ng.

THE MAN S VA CE
Don’t know what happened to all the

lights. Broke down, | guess.
RABBI
(rmunbl i ng)

I"’ma long way fromlight.

THE MAN S VA CE
Say what ?

RABBI
What ?

( CONTI NUED)
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THE MAN S VO CE
VWhat what ?

RABBI
I"msorry. |I'mvery...tired.

THE MAN S VO CE
Sure, | wunderstand. You okay, nothing
br oken?

RABBI
I"mfine.

THE MAN S VO CE
Where you goi ng? Were can | take you?
"Il take you wherever you wanna go.

RABBI
Do you mnd just driving for a little
whi | e?

THE MAN S VO CE
No probl em [l drive. You get sone
rest.

RABBI
Thank you, thank you. | appreciate your
ki ndness.

THE MAN S VA CE
My brother is a Rabbi.

For the first tinme, in PASSI NG HEADLI GHTS, we see THE MAN S
FACE: it is an ordinary face, a very kind, very gentle yet
unreadabl e face. He wears a WHITE T- SHI RT and JEANS -- the
uniformof a real “regular guy.”

RABBI
How di d you. .. know. ..

THE MAN
| drove him once. M brother.

RABBI
| was wal ki ng around, wandering, really,
t hi nki ng about ny...l heard a person cal
out . She needed hel p. | tried
to...soneone hit ne. | think 1 was
r obbed.

(t hen)

Hat e.

( CONTI NUED)
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THE MAN
Sit back and rel ax. W' Il have sone
qui et tinme.
(t hen)
Just tell me when you want out.
(of f Rabbi)
You’ ve been through a |ot.
RABBI
You have no idea.
(t hen)
Pl ease forgive ne...l...this...this is so

humliating. A Rabbi like ne...it’s so
foolish...trying to help others when |
can’t even help nyself.

THE MAN
| saw you on the street back there
Crawl i ng on the sidewal k. On your hands
and knees.

RABBI
You saw ne..?

THE NMAN
Don’t be enbarrassed. You' re tired.
You' re exhausted. Rest. Go to sleep.

RABBI
This has been a I ong, hard night for ne.
THE MAN
I know.
RABBI
Sometimes...it’s too overwhel m ng.
THE MAN

Yes...the world is spinning out of
contr ol

RABBI
| try to be the still center...but I
can’t hold on.

FADE TO BLACK.

FADE | N:
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I NT. CAR - LATER - NI GHT: *
The Man drives as Rabbi dozes. *
THE MAN *

Lean on ne. It’'s okay. Lean on ne. *

The Man pulls his car over to the side of the road. The Mn *
VWHI SPERS: *
THE MAN (CONT' D) (cont’d) *

Let me hold you. *

The Man takes sl eeping Rabbi in his arnms, WH SPERS: *
THE MAN (cont’ d) *

| myour brother. Your only brother. | *

| ove you. |’ve always |oved you. *

The Man is either a sicko, or crazy, or both. *
He | ooks into Rabbi’s closed eyes, WH SPERS: *
THE MAN (cont’ d) *

| | ooked everywhere for you. | wanted *

you. | needed you. I knew | could have *

you. | had to have you. *

The Man kisses unconscious Rabbi on the 1lips, deeply. *
VWHI SPERS: *
THE MAN (cont’ d) *

(w ping his nouth) *

| Iike kissing you. M lips are sweet, *

i ke’s gods sugar. Don’t worry, it’'s *

not hi ng. I make love with all ny *

friends. Men, wonmen, children, *

ever ybody. I’ m an equal opportunity *

over. You all nmake |ove wth ne sooner *

or later. No one escapes. *

Rabbi stirs -- begins to regain consciousness. *
Rabbi’ s eyes open. *
RABBI *

*

VWat are you doing..?



EXT. CAR - N GHT:

The Man opens his door, gets out of the car and wal ks around
to the passenger side.

He throws the passenger door and pulls the Rabbi out of the
car.

NOTE: THEY ARE BACK RI GHT WHERE THEY STARTED, | N FRONT OF
THE G ANT BLACK VO D OF A A LOADI NG DOCK.

THEY HAVE TRAVELED IN A CI RCLE
THE MAN
Cnmon...get the fuck out. Tine for you
to go. Pathetic aninmal.
He throws the Rabbi to the ground.
Dazed, The Rabbi | ooks up at him

RABBI
Why. . ?

THE MAN
Faggot .

Slow y, the Rabbi staggers to his feet.
THE BI G BLACK VO D IS BEH ND H M

THE MAN (cont’ d)
Bi tch.

Now, in sone PASSI NG HEADLI GHTS, Rabbi gets a good | ook at
The Man for the first tine.

RABBI
| know you...l know what you're trying to
do. ..
The Rabbi turns and begins to wal k away.

THE MAN
You fucked her best friend.

This stops the Rabbi in his tracks. He turns back to The
Man.

RABBI
It won’t work.

( CONTI NUED)
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The Man
di st ance.

The Rabbi

THE RABB

THE MAN
You did it to her. You |locked her into
that living hell on earth with the pain
and anger you caused her. Like you did
with your nother, and your berating,
criticizing, inpatient disrespect. Your
father was a hero, but you' re a coward,
Rabbi, you don’'t deserve to wear your
father’s talles or to worship at his
torah! At least HE had the COURAGE to
get a gun and DO SOVETH NG vyou
i neffectual piece of shit.

RABBI
I T WON T WORKI

THE MAN
You killed your wfe, Rabbi. You put her
in that | ocked-in hell. You nmade her

sick. You didit to her. You, YOQU, YQU

RABBI

DON' t SAY THAT!

moves closer to the Rabbi -- wthin
THE NAN

You made her sick, you made her suffer--
hits himin the face.

THE MAN (cont’ d)
That’s right, you caused it! Just |ike
that kid who killed hinself tonight--

RABBI
HE DIDN'T KILL H MSELF- -

THE MAN
--Now the wife is gonna bl ow her brains
out and there’s nothing you can do about
it! And THE G RL, the girl is back on
dope, turning tricks, and it’s gonna Kil
her, too!

H TS HM AGAI N

( CONTI NUED)
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THE MAN (cont’ d)
(bringing his fists up to
fight)
That’s it! C non! Let’s go, fucker!

But the Rabbi still hesitates...

THE MAN (cont’ d)

(really bitchy)
Do you recogni ze this:

(IN A WOVAN S VA CE)
Help me! Help nel

(t hen)
YOU ARE A HELPLESS NOTHI NG WHO WLL D E
HAVI NG DONE NOTH NG AND HAVI NG LEFT
NOTHI NG UNKNOWN. A BI G FUCKIN ZERO

SCREAM NG, The Rabbi charges and tackles The Man, | ands on
top of him and begins punching himin the face in an
uncontrol lable fit of rage, over and over, then grabs hi m by
the throat and chokes the life out of him

The Man di es.

The Rabbi, sobbing, drops the dead body to the ground.

RABBI
VWhat . . . what have | done..?

The Rabbi gets unsteadily to his feet, backing away fromthe
dead body.

RABBI (cont’d)
Oh god, what have | done...forgive ne.

Suddenly, The Man SEI ZES, begins to COUGH.

The Rabbi, realizing The Man is still alive, begins to |augh
t hrough hi s sobs.

The Man gets to his feet, coughing, points at The Rabbi and
begins to | augh.

The Rabbi is crying and | aughing at the sane tine.

RABBI (cont’d)
You're alive! Thank God you' re alive!

The Man abruptly stops |aughing.

( CONTI NUED)
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THE MAN

YOU STUPID MAN, THE STORM OF THE LORD
WLL BURST QUT IN WRATH, A WH RLW ND
SWRLI NG DOAN ON THE HEADS OF THE W CKED
AND THAT, MOTHERFUCKER, |S THE TRUTH!

The Man noves to his car, gets in, backs
turning right at Rabbi

Before he can react, THE CAR H TS RABBI
BLAST COF HI - BEAM VWHI TE LI GHT

BLOW QUT.

FADE TO BLACK

FADE | N:

EXT. HATE HOUSE - NI GHT:

Rabbi is lying on the ground, unconsci ous.
and slowy, staggers to his feet. Shaking.

Behi nd him WE CAN SEE THE HATE HOUSE
The STREET LI GHTS ARE BLEEDI NG
The Rabbi | ooks down at his feet to find:

H S GUN CASE

up and tears off

KILLING HM IN A

43

He opens his eyes

Sitting on the ground. How did it get there? W don't know.

THE RABB

Pi cks up the case and

Turns right into:

THE GHOST OF BEN COHEN

Standing face to face with Rabbi.
THE GHOST OF BEN COHEN AND RABB

Stare into one another -- Ben again
otherworl dly gl ow

Behi nd Ben | oons THE HATE HOUSE
HATEFUL MJUSI C BLASTS from i nsi de.

has that subtle

( CONTI NUED)
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GHOST OF BEN COHEN
Hat e. *AE

RABBI

( CONTI NUED)
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Moves past Ben toward the house.
EXT. HATE HOUSE - NI GHT: 44
The EMPTY BLACK CASE drops to the ground.

Rabbi wal ks past the MJUSCLE CAR we saw earlier, which is
parked in the driveway.

THE HATEFUL MJSI C GETS LOUDER

RABBI is being propelled by an inner force, a force which
takes hi m past the boundaries of reason and self-control.

He strides up to the front door, carrying a .44 in each hand.

As he reaches the front door, the Ghost O Ben Cohen steps
into the LI GHT.

GHOST OF BEN COHEN
Hat e.

THE CAMERA PANS UP TO THE BLACK SKY- -

OVER MJUSI C, WE SEE A MONTAGE OF EMOTI ONAL | MAGES FROM THE
ENTI RE STORY -- ALL THE CHARACTERS, ETC. (including the end).

THEN

CAMERA PANS BACK DOWN FROM THE BLACK SKY TO FI ND.

RABBI, stunbling toward us, HOLDI NG H' S FATHER S LUCGER

HE HAS BEEN SHOT I N THE SHOULDER (BLOOD on his white shirt)

He falls to his knees, dizzy, and as CAMERA PUSHES IN ON H S
FACE,

WE SEE WHAT HAPPENED I NSI DE THE HATE HOUSE PLAYED I N A FAST
MOTI ON LOOP WHI CH GETS FASTER AND FASTER, EXPLODI NG THE
NEURONS IN H'S BRAIN UNTI L HE CAN TAKE NO MORE:

I NT. HATE HOUSE - NI GHT: 45
THERE |'S NO SOUND.

THE FOLLOWN NG IS PLAYED AS A SINGLE LOOP WHI CH GETS FASTER
AND FASTER- -

--THE LOOP PLAYS BOTH FORWARD AND | N REVERSE- -

( CONTI NUED)
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I N THE HALLWAY OUTSI DE HATE APARTMENT, RABBI OPENS THE CASE
AND TAKES OUT THE GUNS- -

RABBI cones in and SCREAMS (we don’t hear what):

THE HATEFUL BOY/ MAN (#1) cones out into the hallway and
HATEFUL BOY/ MAN #2 cones into the living room

HOLDI NG TWO SEM - AUTOVATI CS UP AT THE SAME TI ME, RABBI BLONS
g(leEBéA.\CK THROUGH THE HALL AND #2 THROUGH THE LIVING ROOM

#3 APPEARS BEHI ND RABBI | N THE HALLWAY, RABBI SPINS ONE
HUNDRED ElI GHTY DEGREES I N FAST MOTI ON AND SHOOTS H M

RABBI MOVES THROUGH THE HOUSE AND | NTO THE KI TCHEN.

#4 APPEARS IN THE LI VING ROOM RABBI NAILS HM WTH A SERI ES
OF SHOTS FROM BOTH GUNS.

#5 RUNS DOWN THE HALL AND | NTO THE BEDROOM CLOSI NG THE DOOR.
RABBI FI RES NI NE HOLES | NTO THE BEDROOM DOOR, LI GHT BLASTI NG

THROUGH EACH HOLE, AS RABBI FI RES RI GHT | NTO CAMERA, BLOW NG
QUT THE | MAGE.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI DROPS HI'S GUNS TO THE FLOOR AND takes out HI S FATHER S *
PI STOL ( THE LUGER).

I NT. HATE HOUSE - BATHROOM - NI GHT: 48
HATEFUL BOY/ MAN #9 i s wounded, cowering behind the toilet.

WE RECOGNI ZE HATEFUL BOY/ MAN #9 as the one who put a gun to
Rabbi’s head at the beginning of the story.

( CONTI NUED)
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Rabbi approaches #5, and puts the barrel of his father’s 50
PI STCL right between #9's eyes, just as #9 had done to him

As Rabbi stands there, the barrel of his father’s pistol
agai nst #9' s forehead.

VWE DO NOT' HEAR THE FOLLOW NG DI ALOGUE:
HATEFUL BOY/ MAN #9

Don't kill ne! Please! Don't kill nel
Pl ease, |'m beggin’ you, man! Pl ease
don’t kill ne!

SMASH CUT TO / FLASHBACK:

I NT. YOUNG RABBI’S HOUSE - NI GHT: 51
O Rabbi as a little boy, discovering his father’s dead body,
the PISTOL |ying near the puddle of blood and the BULLET HOLE
TALLES.
RABBI
Excuse ne, but | still need to find The
United Nations...
(t hen)

I AM NOT YOU!
Rabbi turns and exits the room |eaving #5 alive.
EXT. HATE HOUSE - NI GHT: 53
As RABBI, on his knees, screans fromthe nenory.

Wen he | ooks up:

( CONTI NUED)
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THE GHOST OF BEN COHEN
I s standing over him

GHOST OF BEN COHEN
Hat e. * % *

I NT. SYNAGOGUE - NI GHT: 54
The front doors open and Rabbi staggers in, OUT OF BLASTI NG
BLEEDI NG WHI TE LI GHT, carrying his father’s PISTO.L, past the
giant graffiti word HATE.

As he wavers up the aisle, with difficulty, he pulls his

bl oody shirt and jacket off, really, he TEARS them off,
SCREAM NG with pain as he does so.

H s shoul der wound is revealed -- blood oozes fromit.

RABBI
You break nmy heart...

Rabbi stunbles onto the | ow stage, toward The Ark.
RABBI (cont’d)
Agai n and agai n and agai n and again. ..
YOU BREAK MY HEART!

I n a sudden novenent, Rabbi brings up the PISTOL and SHOOTS
the Ark three tines.

BAM BAM BAM
The SHOTS ECHO in the | arge space. Wod splinters.
Then all is quiet.

Rabbi stands there, shocked by what he has done. It’'s as if
he is waiting for a reply.

No reply cones.

Rabbi SCREAMS, charges forward and pulls over the Ark -- The
Torah comes crashing out onto the floor.

He SCREAMS again as he falls to his knees in front of the
fallen Torah, still holding the pistol.

RABBI (cont’d)
| gave you ny life...

MY LI FE!
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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| gave yoBPBR) (¢§9R% dAnd you break ny
heart... Do sonething! Wat am | gonna
do now? Youl! Do! Not hi ng! You do
not hi ng! Are you want ne to do

everything! Were were you? WHERE THE
HELL WERE YQU

Rabbi is losing it -- tears stream down his face.

He crawls to The fallen Torah and begins to kiss it.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)

l...1...1"m so sorry...|l tried to
do...good. But | amtoo...wak. | need
you to help ne. Hel p ne. For gi ve
me...forgive ne...please. Please forgive
me. God. You are all | have. | have
nothing else. You're all | have. Al i
want...all | need...is...a sign. Show ne

you want nme. Shoe ne a sign...oh CGod...a
sign...pl ease.

Rabbi tries to stand up--

RABBI (cont’d)

You're all | have.

I have not hing el se.
Just you. ..

You're all | have..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2)
He gets to his feet, putting his fathers PISTOL to

RABBI (cont’d)
Just - -

--but falls back down into the aisle.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)

--you. .
I won't let you do this...
I still love you..

| still believe...

I still have hope..

| still have faith...

| still want you to use ne!

Use ne, pl ease!

| belong to youl

I have nothing el se but you!
Not hi ng el se. .

Not hi ng el se but. ..

You. . .

Rabbi is on his knees at the foot of the stage.

THE ETERNAL LIGHT IS BLEEDI NG LI GHT, a gl ow ng,
ORB.

The broken Torah lay in pieces in front of him

RABBI (cont’d)

Al | want...
Al | need...
ls...

Just a sign...

Show nme you want ne...
Show ne a sign..

Oh God, a sign...

Pl ease

A sign..

Make ne. ..

Useful ..

Rabbi hears sonet hi ng.

THE FRONT DOORS ar e CREAKI NG
The W ND HOALS in pain.

The doors SMASH OPEN

Rabbi turns and | ooks back as:

hi s head- -

unFOCUSED

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)
THE GHOST OF BEN COHEN wal ks into the Synagogue.

Wth effort, Rabbi rises to his feet.
The Ghost of Ben Cohen approaches Rabbi .

BEN COHEN S GHOST
Rabbi . .

THE GHOST OF BEN COHEN t akes Rabbi’ face in his hands.

BEN COHEN S GHOST (cont’ d)
I love you. And | forgive you

Rabbi releases the PISTOL -- it falls to the floor.
THE CGHOST ki sses Rabbi on the |ips.
Rabbi falls to the ground and ki sses THE GHOST' S FEET.
Wen Rabbi | ook up, he sees M CHAEL | ooki ng down at him
Rabbi passes out.
FADE TO BLACK.
FADE I N: 55
I NT. SYNAGOGUE OFFI CE - EARLY MORNI NG 56
Rabbi is on his back, on the | arge wooden desk.
M chael is dressing his gunshot wound.
Silence for a | ong beat; then:
M CHAEL
| saw what you did out there. Real |y
nmessed t hi ngs up.
RABBI
That’ s an under st at enent .
(t hen)
You put the Torah back in the ark...
M CHAEL
Did what | could.

(t hen)
Hol d still.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI
Mchael ...l didn’t know you could take
out a bullet.

M CHAEL
No bullet here. Went clean through. 1In
right there and out your shoul der.
(t hen)
When you're in a gang you learn |ots of
things. Sone good...sonme not so good.

(t hen)
This falls into the “not so good’
cat egory.
A long silence.

RABBI
Don’t worry about calling the police -- |
know you are --worried -- please, don't
be. I'Il do it nyself, right after the
servi ce.

M CHAEL
The only thing I’mworried about is you
Rabbi .

RABBI

Everything born during the six days of
creation needs work: the sour seed needs
to be sweetened, the soy bean needs to be
soaked in water, wheat needs to be
ground, and the human bei ng needs to be

repaired. I need to be repaired,
M chael. | need to be repaired.
M CHAEL

Once, Rabbi, when | conplai ned about

m gr ai ne headaches keeping ne up all

ni ght, you said | should read sonething --
maybe that would help get nme to sleep,
hel p “repair” ne.

RABBI
| renenber.

M CHAEL
You said check out the bible. The
Gospel s. A W se suggestion. Put ne

right to sleep

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI

Unli ke me, Christ was a good Rabbi .
M CHAEL

You' re nore alike than you think.

(t hen)
Take the story of Christ’s passion. Now
there’s a story that didn't put nme to
sleep. In fact, it did the opposite -- |
couldn’t stop thinking about it. So I
t hought, | should talk to you. Now, this
may hurt a little, Rabbi..

M chael is sewing up the wound. Rabbi reacts to the PAIN

M CHAEL (cont’d)
Christ’s passion, Rabbi. At least that’s
what they call it. But | think it’s
wong to think of it as Christ’s passion.

RABBI
What do you nean?

M CHAEL
We think too much about the actual pain,

t he physical pain. Pain is bad, but
there are worse things.

Rabbi | ooks at M chael .
M CHAEL (cont’d)

There nmust be mllions of people on this
earth right now that are suffering at
| east as nmuch as Christ did. | mean
physically. And |onger, too. | nean,

how | ong did he suffer, anyway? About
four hours, right?

RABBI
About four hours, yes.

M CHAEL
What |'’m getting at, what | think, is
that there is a kind of suffering, a nuch
greater kind of suffering than the
physi cal .

Rabbi | ooks at M chael with newy awakened respect.

RABBI
Yes. Li ke Get hsenane.
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M CHAEL

All his disciples asleep. They don’t
understand a thing, not the |ast supper,
nothing. The law arrives, they run. And
Peter denies him For three years Chri st
tal ks to these disciples, Rabbi, day and
night they live together. And they stil
don’t have any idea what he’s talking
about. They just don't get it.

(t hen)
Lenme hel p you on your side.

Rabbi fights his pain as Mchael hel ps himturn over.

M CHAEL (cont’d)
They abandon him all his disciples
abandon him And he’'s left alone. Now
that to ne is suffering. To realize that
no one understands you. To be abandoned
when you really need soneone.

RABBI
Yes. | know you woul d never abandon ne,
M chael. Nor | you.

M CHAEL
But that isn’t the worst thing. Wen
Christ is nailed up on the cross and
hangs there in his pain, he cries out:
“God, ny God, why hast thou forsaken ne.”
He cries out, Rabbi, but no one answers
him Has his Father in Heaven abandoned
him too? Is everything he' s been
preaching false? The nonent before
Christ died was the one and only nonent
of doubt in his life. Now that is hard
core suffering. Don’t you think, Rabbi?

RABBI
Yes.

M CHAEL
Rabbi .. ?

Rabbi | ooks at him
M CHAEL (cont’d)

What ever happens, you’'re a good nman. You
hel ped ne, saved ne, changed ny life.

And for that...l love you. | love you
i ke you were ny own father.
( MORE)
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CONTI NUED: (4)(then)N|CHAEL(cont'd)

You call the police when you re ready.

RABBI
After the service, Mchael. After the
service I'll confess all

(t hen)
| take full responsibility.

They | ook at one anot her.
M CHAEL
Hey, Rabbi: Tell nme -- does the river
meke the banks...or do the banks nake the
river?
I NT. SYNAGOGUE - EARLY MORNI NG 57

THE SAVE CONGREGATI ON MEMBERS ( EXCEPT FOR BEN AND KAREN) are
scattered throughout.

Zane approaches and stands just outside the open door,
| ooki ng in.

Zane calmy scans the tenple for Rabbi.
As
Rabbi enters the synagogue fromthe office.

HS FATHER S BULLET-HOLED BLOOD STAINED TALLES covers his
white shirt.

As Rabbi reaches The Ark, he sees Zane | ooking in through the
front doors.

Rabbi steps down fromthe stage wal ks up the aisle to the
doors which lead into the synagogue.

He looks directly into Zane’'s eyes wth no enotion
what soever

ZANE AND RABB
| ook at one another for a | ong beat.
Zane i s holding back the tears--

RABBI
Cone in.

Rabbi reaches out a hand to her.

( CONTI NUED)
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RABBI (cont’d)
Pl ease.

Slow y, Zane takes his hand.

ZANE
Don't say it...| forgive you

I NT. SYNAGOGUE - CONTI NUCUS 58

M chael watches as Rabbi | eads Zane up the aisle to a seat.
Zane sits.

Rabbi continues up onto the stage.

Zane and M chael watch as

Rabbi opens the Ark and bows in front of it.

RABBI
Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord
i s one.

CONGREGATI ON
Here O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord
i s one.

Rabbi stands up and turns a pale but calm face to his
Congr egat i on.

RABBI
Bef ore we continue the evening service, |
have sonmething to tell you...
(then, slowy at first)

Last night | saw a |arge, gaping,

hi deously dark void. And it called out

to me: “help nme, help ne...l need you to
tell the truth,” it said, “I WANT YOU TO
TELL THE TRUTH.” Now | have a big

fuckin’ problemw th that cause’ no one
wants to hear the truth. And even if
anyone did want to hear it, | have no
fucking idea what the truth is.

M chael , Zane and the other nenbers the congregation |listen
wi th growi ng concern as Rabbi conti nues.

During the followng, the CAMERA nobves back over the
Congregation to the last row, where--

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
RABBI (cont’d)

VWat | want to say is that | do know t hat kK x
love is nost definitely not it. | want *kx
to say, if anything, that love is the * ok x
opposite of truth. Also | know that >k x
Religion is not the truth. Religionis a * Ak
not ch bel ow drinking gin, possibly even * ok x
nor e danger ous. From an alar we wl| >k x
tell you anything we think you need to * ok x
hear. W are all liars. But you people * ok x
keep com ng back...are you idiots? Now * ok x
listen to ne, because | want to tell you *kx
the truth. I want to tell you the * ok x
reality of the situation. | want to say * ok x
t hat a few human Dbeings control * ok x
ever yt hi ng. Everything . And these *kx
bei ngs, these dominating and hateful »p e
eopl e, despise truth, despise freedom * ok x
despi se | ove, despise everything except * ok x
nmoney and power. | want to say they are *kx
soul | ess not her fuckers. Do you *kx
understand what I'’mtelling you? | want *kx
to say a small...gang ...of soulless *kx
not her fuckers control everything we read, *xx
we see, business, hones, schools, * ok
tenpl es, churches, libraries, they own * ok x
us. | want to say that. | want to say *kx
FACEIT! W livein acity, a state, a * ok x
country, a wold, a universe -- in which * ok x
everything -- EVERYTHING -- we see is * ok x
designed effectively and expressly to * ok x
profit...from an endless cycle of * ok x
production and consunption of useless, * ok x
changi ng, things. xRk

HATEFUL BOY/ MAN #9

(who Rabbi didn’t kill) is seated. He holds the .38 in his
lap -- the sane .38 that he put to Rabbi’s head at the
begi nning of the story. He |ooks up at:

RABBI

Who continues to rant, working hinself into a frenzy (he is
too delirious to notice #5 in the congregation):

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

A TIMD MAN gets up and heads for the doors.

RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)
Hey you! YQU

The timd man stops wal king in the aisle.

RABBI (cont’d)
Look at nme. LOOK AT ME!

The timd man turns and | ooks at Rabbi .

RABBI (cont’d)
Where THE FUCK do you think you're
goi ng?!

The Man, eyes filling with tears, just stares at Rabbi

RABBI (cont’d)
Sit down. SIT DOAN | SAY!

The Timd Man sits down. M chael is horrified by Rabbi’s
behavi or .

Zane is not sure what to do, she’'s seen himlike this before.

Rabbi is barely holding it together -- sweat streans down his
face.

RABBI (cont’d)

| want to say first there was viol ence,
t hen religions, then sci ence, then
t echnol ogy, and now hate . Do you
understand what | want to say? Ben Cohen
is dead. Do you know what killed hin |
want to say...| hate you all. Al of
you.

M chael approaches Rabbi, whispers sonething to him

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)
RABBI (cont’d)

|’ mnot finished, Mchael. Please |let ne

finish.

M chael backs up and slowy sits down. Rabbi turns back to

the terrified Congregation.

RABBI (cont’d)

Wiy are you here? 1'Il tell you why.

Fear. Fear is why you are here.

And |

know what |’ mtal king about. Because--

Tears stream down M chael’'s face as he |i stens.

Zane is beginning to realize where this is going.

Rabbi picks up a candle and lights it during the follow ng:

RABBI (cont’ d)
--Today | killed a man. It felt

...real.

| want to say that | think you should al
kill soneone. It’'s wake your ass up
And you can di scover the new and i nproved

God. Hate.
As Rabbi speaks, he uses the lit and--
HE LI GHTS H'S FATHER S TALLES ON FI RE
RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)

Don’t you see? HATE is the truth and |

amthe liel SO GET OQUT OF HERE

Rl GHT

NOW GET QUT, ALL OF YOU GET THE FUCK

auT!

But no one noves --the congregation is frightened, they don’t

know what to do.

Rabbi throws his burning Talles on the floor, where it begins

to burn.

Now, as if he is struck by a thunderbolt,
up in the air--

he holds his arns
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CONTI NUED: (4)
RABBI (CONT' D) (cont’d)
WAIT! DONT GO | have sonething | want
to tell you..
THERE IS A LONG SI LENCE
Now, Rabbi continues, VERY CALM.Y.

RABBI (cont’d)

Hate will give you power and nmake you
strong, because what |'mtelling you
what | amreally telling you is...is..

that we have only wanted one thing: to
ease suffering. To ease suffering. To
ease suffering in the world, not to cause
it, and that has been ny desire in life.
The strangest thing | have ever known.
And now, just now, sonething is happening
to ne, sonething...mraculous...a
light...and | can feel it now in every
cell of ny body, destroying and re-
creating nyself at the sane tinme, and why
do | deserve this rapture? And why does
anyone deserve anything, and why are you

you and nme ne and...who knows. | do not.
| know one thing though: I want to be
good. I want to |ove. | just

want...to...love.

Hat ef ul Boy/ Man #9 stands and points his .38 at Rabbi

HATEFUL BOY/ MAN #9
YOU MUTHERFUCKI NG KI KE JEW MUTHERFUCKER!

He shoots three tinmes, hitting Rabbi in the chest once.
The Congregati on SCREANMS.
Nobody | eaves the room

HATEFUL BOY/ MAN #9 (cont’ d)
FUCK YOU!

He drops his GUN and runs out the door.
Rabbi | ooks down at his wound -- BLOOD is spreading over his
white shirt -- he touches it -- is thankful for it -- | ooks

up -- a strange look, as if he were expecting this -- and a
peaceful smle crosses his lips as he collapses to the floor.
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CONTI NUED:  (5)

Everyone stands there, frozen, sone crying.

Zane runs to Rabbi’ side, kneels down by him and takes his
hand in hers.

ZANE
Rabbi...look at ne...don't | eave ne...
|love you...look at ne...do you
hear?...don’t |leave ne... DON T YOU LEAVE

IVE!

M chael kneels by Rabbi, holding his other hand, frozen,
shocked, tears stream ng down his face.

Rabbi | ooks into Zane’'s eyes -- a beatific ook on his face,
which is GLON NG
RABBI
In your eyes...Zane...| see it...
Indeed the FIRE LIGHT from the still burning Talles is

reflected in Zane's pupils--

RABBI (cont’d)
...Yyou are so very beautiful

M CHAEL
Rabbi ... The river nakes the banks make
the river makes the banks. ..
Rabbi | ooks up at M chael and sm | es.
Then he di es.
FADE TO BLACK

THE END
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