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Le Empire De Sens is a film about the failure

of two lovers' attempt to secede from the communal
realm of society into an isolated, private "realm of
the senses.” Through composition, dialogue, and ima-
gery, the film ultimately suggests that sexuality does
not (and cannot) exist separate from society, but that
it exists within society,-and, more importantly, is
dominated by society.

In the opening shot of the film we see a prostitute
named Sada resisting the advances of another girl. Sada
is lying on her side in the foreground of the shoty with
her back to the other girl. The other girl is also lyingmijbww~7

on her side and facing the camera, but our view of her isf/@rsz;,}

partially obstructed because she is behind Sada (in the

o

background), The other girl says to Sada: "Don't you
like women?" Sada does not answer, but her facial

reaction (she is facing directly into the camera), as



well as her physical resistance to the advanceé of
the other girl, indicate anféﬁ%?;ﬁg#ive ;é§Q0ﬁsé3 The tshic/
composition of this shot is important becawse it (along
with the first line of dialoguez embodies the entire
theme of the film. Sada has her back toﬁand is resisting
another prostitute, who represents that realm of society
in which Sada exists. This first scene is completely
different from any of the other scenes in the film.
It is a scene of resistance rather that a scene of
submission (or engagement). The realm of society is
what is being resisted.

In examining this more closely, one must first
note that almost the entire film takes place inside

a huge bordello. Like the castle in Story Of O, the

bordello is a societ§§p;.society of women. When, at

the outset of the film, two girls begin to fight with

one another, the madame breaks up the fight and says

to all of the girls, "jou must all work together."

This scene exhibits the order (rules & regulations) that
must be maintained if the bordello-society is to function
properly. A high-angle shot of the entire group of girls
toéether emphasizes the collectivity of this society.
Keeping this scene in mind, it becomes clear that the
initial scene of the film introduces us to a girl (Sada)

who is not interested in being a member of this society--






