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The Graduate and Tootsie are thematically similar

but stylisticallv very different.

H/E In terms of thematic, both films deal with confusion
about identity and sexualitv, and both films depict a "rite
of passage" or "“inner awakening" of the character portraved

by Dustin Hoffman; in both The Graduate and Tootsie, then,

Hoffman's character undergoes a process of self-discovery.
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The opening shot of The Graduate is a close shot of

;L,hm_.} voice announces: "Ladies and gentlemen, we are about to
4 make our descent.” The camera then pulls back to reveal
Hof fman, whose character is-called Benjamin Braddock,
sitting in an airplane cabin full of people.

v/ Indeed, Hoffman, at the beginning of both The Graduate

and Tootsie, is presented as a man alone, about to begin "a
descent" into the realm of! self, a'descent which will bring
about both confusion and enlightenment.

During the titles of The Graduate, which is the next

sequence, we see a medium profile shot of Benjamin Braddock,

staring straight ahead, solemn, pensive, as he is moved along






